MORRIS MINOR OWNERS CLUB

REAR VIEW

Don’t look now Nev, but |
think we might be on the
back cover of the December
newsletter
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http://www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk

Or http://homepage.ntlworld.com/brian.wood13/index.html

Dorset Branch of the Morris Minor Owners Club
Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the Dorset area and beyond

The MMOC Dorset Branch

was founded in 1977 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch of the National
Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Constitution for further details) We
meet on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway
Lane, BH8 OAA. We have an active calendar of events throughout the year - particularly in the Summer months
when we attend many rallies and other shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other en-
thusiasts and enjoy a presentation or other activity organised by the Committee.

Membership currently costs £9 per year, £11.50 for joint membership.

Please ask Branch Secretary if you require a copy of the Dorset Branch Constitu-
tion .For more details contact Laurie Blewer on 01202 522673 or John Jenkinson
on 01202 576690

Advertising: Cars or spares for sale or wanted £5 per entry (Free to members). Trad-
ers advertisements: £30 per year.

Printed by: Adding Value Solutions, Unit 66, Alloa

3 d 0@ oem Business Centre, Whins Road, Alloa, FK10 3SA.

And Laurel Bank, Harts Lane, Burghclere, Newbury,
RG20 9JN.

M : 07768 653017 T : 0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001
E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk

Committee Members 2008-09:
President: Graham Jarvis (07914 637429)
Chairman: John Jenkinson (01202 576690)

Secretary: Laurie Blewer (01202 522673, 07947 525884)

Treasurer: Jacky Wood (01202 573501).
Membership Secretary - Des Waller 01202 573403
Events Organiser/H&S Supervisor - Neville Gerry (01202
747687)
Newsletter /Website Editor: Brian Wood (01202 573501)
(brian@dorsetmmoc.co.uk)

FRONT COVER

The Convertible was snapped
at the Mistletoe Meander ‘06
and 1 have forgotten who
owno it! Anyway I thought it
has a bit of seasonal appeal
with the tinsel!

Non Committee posts:

Raffle Coordinators: Chris Tilley and Val Palmer
Spares Manager: John Bainbridge (01258 458749)
Regalia Manager: Richard Cyster - (01202 526660)
Catering Executives: -Sue Blewer, Lyn Gerry
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Good evening and merry Christmas and happy new ==
year to all members and friends. | hope you all enjoy
the December clubnight with a glass of wine and nog- §
gin and natter.
The Lord Mayor’s Show this year was a good week- @i

end, with an upgraded hotel, good food and com- F g
pany. The weather was not too good but every body
enjoyed
themselves.
There was a

. good show of Morris Minors with a number of

rade. | would like to thank all those that sup-
ported the trip this year and also to Trevor
and Shirley for the coach ride to London and
¥: back.

| would like to see a good effort for the Janu-
ary clubnight please, with all your hobbies
~ brought along to share with the others. It is
always interesting to see club member’s
other hobby interests besides Morris Minors. |
hope you all enjoyed the Christmas Dinner and Dance. This is the first time that Anne
and myself have missed it. Don’t forget to hand in your Mistletoe Meander slips so
that the catering assistants and myself know how many sausages to cook. The Com-
mittee has nearly filled the 2009 calendar of club events so if you have any more
ideas, please let us know. So have a good Christmas and see you on the 28" Decem-
ber.

John Jenkinson

NEW M.O.T. STATION
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Please let me know if you no longer wish your ad to be included in the newsletter/website. Editor. ‘

FOR SALE & WANTED & CLUB NOTICES

FOR SALE WANTED
1955 Morris Minor 4 door. Clarendon Indicator switch for 1961 saloon (with
Grey, MoT, History, Low Mileage, Good green light on the end of stalk)

Interior, some restoration required, new Phone Theresa on 01202 533878 (10/08)
bumpers and wheels - £1,195 ono, or

swap classic bike or project. WANTED
Phone Phil 07737 537578 (10/08)

The Traveller was sold last month, so
now can | have a wanted advert for a
drivers handbook for a 1960 vehicle? |
1963 2-door saloon in grey with red duo- had one for tphzlﬁ::,:, %%:nbetf,t this went to

tone interior. 58000 miles. Very good Dave or Jackie Walker 01202 877972
condition throughout. MOT Sept 2009. or mobile 07810 124039 (12/08)
£2500. 01202 69482811/08)

FOR SALE

MORRIS MINOR SPARES - DORSET BRANCH

Please order from;-John Bainbridge, 334 Bournemouth Road, Charlton Marshall
Blandford, Dorset DT11 9NJ Tel (01258) 458749. Or see at Club Meetings. (The
stock list is shown on the website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)

MORRIS MINOR REGALIA - DORSET BRANCH

Our Branch Regalia stock is managed by Richard Cyster and is available at clubnights and our outdoor
events. (The stock list is also shown on the website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)

POLO SHIRTS -VARIOUS SIZES / COLOURS: £12 EACH PLACEMATS £4.99 EACH
BASEBALL CAPS: £9.50 EACH MOUSEMATS £5.99 EACH
FLEECES £20 KEYRINGS £1.99 EACH
BEANIE HATS £8.50 CERAMIC TRAVELLER MONEY Box £12.50 EA
ASSORTED GREETING CARDS PACKS OF 6: £7.00 PER PACK OR CERAMIC EGG CuPSs £5.00 EA
£1:35 EACH CARD. MORRIS MINOR PARKING SIGNS £ 7.50 EACH
CHRISTMAS CARDS PACKS OF 4, 2 DESIGNS AVAILABLE: £2.85 MORRIS MINOR CAR STICKERS £ 1.00 EACH
PER PACK 2008 CALENDARS £4 EACH
2007 PHOTO CD OF CLUB EVENTS £2.50
30TH COMMEMORATIVE PHOTO CD ALBUM £2.50
BRANCH KEYRINGS £1.00 EACH
POSTCARDS OF CORFE £0.50 EACH
MODEL MORRIS MINORS - £3.50 EACH.

— POWER WASHERS
== All types of KARCHER

power washers, steamers
and accessories.
Contact Sonny:
07761 277380,

email: karcherpower@yahoo.co.uk

LARGE CARDS -ASST £1.50 EACH
PICTURE MUGS - £5.99 EACH.
DORSET BRANCH MUGS - £5.99 EACH
BEAULIEU MONEY BOXES £5.00 EACH
COASTERS £1.99 EACH

BRANCH REBATE SCHEME

You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate
according to the numbers of national MMOC members who
attend the monthly clubnights. We therefore need to update
our records so that we can take advantage of this scheme.
Please would you advise Des Waller (or any Committee
Member) of your MMOC membership number and renewal

date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at the MAIN AGENT upgrades, repairs, parts & accessories
clubnights. Thank you. : :
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THIS MONTH'S NEW MEMBERS WHAT’'S ON?

http:/ /www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk

Morris Minor owners who have joined the Branch in the last (Don'’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)
month are: 2008
Dr Jonathon Turner from Wimborne and Louise Blewer from
Laurie and Vic 3rd December — Clubnight — Noggin and Natter

28th December — Mistletoe Meander (NOTE NOT USUAL DAY)
NEC CrLAssIC MoOTOR SHoOw
2009
7th January — Clubnight — Hobbies Evening
The MMOC stand followed the 4th February — Clubnight — Mock Auction
o theme of the 1948 Motor Show and 4th March — Clubnight — Call my Bluff type quiz.
#.1| had the Morris Oxford and ‘Six’ 1st April — Clubnight — Wartime Pigeon Communication — Talk (TBC)
keeping the ‘MM'’s company. The 6th May — Clubnight — Talk by Dave Daniels (TBC)
stand seemed to be quite busy and 3rd June — Clubnight — Autojumble

had a lot of visitors. 25-28th June — National MMOC Rally

10-12th July Dorset Branch Rally — Avon Heath
5th August — Clubnight — Reverend Timbrell
2nd September — Clubnight — Antiques Evening (TBC)

HoBBIES NIGHT — JANUARY 20089

For those who have joined relatively recently, we are reviving a winter
clubnight activity which we last did a few years ago. Many of us have
hobbies other than Morris Minors (yes | know, difficult to believe!!).
So, for the January clubnight, we would like you to bring along any
collections or other material you may have that would be of interest to
other members of the club. The sort of things that people have
brought in the past have ranged from photos, model collections, ge-
nealogy, astronomy, antiques, classic radios, model aircraft and com-
=W pacts. Let’s have a good display in January.

R i ‘W—" ¥
T R MO B <

20(

O.H.V. Engineering
Wimborne

From £22
DAVID SMITH MOTORS | rerbow
Est 1978
21 TELFORD ROAD, FERNDOWN, INDUS-
TRIAL ESTATE, WIMBORNE, DORSET
BH21 7QS. TEL: 01202 871858 © BSA I Iy hress

MoTs Cars & Motorcycles 01202 881499 07713 948631 Motorcycles
ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES WELCOME Welding - All Types  Threads Repalred  parts Made, Fabricated,

Brake Impr Engine F

Only Historic Vehicles— Austin,
Ford, Morris, MG, Riley, Rover,
Sunbeam, Triumph, VW Beetle,
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SECRETARY’'S REPORT

Good evening and welcome to December clubnight. Tonight will be a Noggin and Natter even-
ing as we usually have in December. | hope you enjoyed last month’s talk by Nick Thomas.
This has inspired us to hold our own ‘Call My Bluff’ night and this will be held at March club-
night. Don’t forget to start collecting items for the Blind Auction in February. | have been in
touch with Dave Daniels and he has agreed to come along to the May clubnight to give us a
talk on his father, the late, great Jack Daniels. Finally, | have received confirmation now that
Reverend Timbrell will be here again in August to give another talk.

| hope everyone who went on the trip to London for the Lord Mayor's Show had an enjoyable
weekend. Well done to Phil who actually took part in the parade in his Series Il Traveller.

By the time you read this the Christmas Dinner and Dance will have taken place and the
Branch trophies were presented to —

Series MM — Me!
Series |l — Ray Driver
1000 Saloon — Nick Palmer

1000 Traveller — Tony Ware
1000 Convertible — Roger Ware
1000 LCV — Roy Gale.

Brian, Nev and | had a very enjoyable day at the NEC last month at the International Classic
Car Show. We bumped into Branch member Dave from Silverstone whilst having a cup of tea
at the MMOC stand. The MMOC stand
was very good with one of each model
on display and a mock up of the 1948
Earls Court Motorshow stand display
ing 2 Lowlights, a Series MO Oxford
and a Morris Six. Also on show was
one of the cars that took part in the
epic journey from South Africa to this
year's National Rally at Stanford Hall.
You can purchase a DVD of this epic
journey entitled ‘MAD Oddesey’ from
www.4x4video.co.za. Other notable
displays included a spectacular array
of Austin 7 Vans and some very ex-
pensive Minor Convertibles priced at
£8500 and £12500 each!

The Mistletoe Meander is taking place
on Sunday 28" December starting
from the West Moors Bowls Club as
usual. If you are planning to come along make sure you get your entry in to Jacky as soon as
you can. Please remember to tell us should you have any special dietary needs.

Very many thanks to everyone who sent Vicki and | cards and emails following the birth of our
beautiful baby daughter — Louise. It was much appreciated.

I will finish with some very good news. The Morris Minor Owners Club has been presented with
the Classic and Sportscar Magazine Club of the Year Award. This was presented to them at the
recent International Classic Car Show at The NEC in Birmingham. It not only recognises the
club as a whole but also the way it makes itself known to public at shows and events across the
country. We can pat ourselves on the back as playing a part in this achievement with our very
widely publicised display at this year’s Beaulieu Motormart and Autojumble in May.

That's it from me apart from wishing you all a very Merry “Minoring” Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Laurie
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WELDONE & A1 RECOVERY

Mobile Car welding service and cars collected and

delivered. Contact: Gouldings Farm, Blashford, Ringwood,
Terry House Hants BH24 3PA. Tel: 01425 472746
07889 380760 or

evenings after The Museum is open from 10 am, last admissions 4.30pm
and you can enjoy refreshments all day in our cafe

6pm 01929 480260 Prices: Adult: £4.50; Children (over 3, under 15): £3.00;

Family (2 + 2) £12; Senior Citizen: £3.75; Concessions £3

Ringwood Town and Country Experience

Ringwood Museum

EDITORIAL

Thanks very much to Nick Thomas (right) - the star turn at the
5th November Clubnight, whose talk on the life and work of
Patrick Campbell was enjoyed by all those who braved the
firework partygoer’'s traffic jams that evening. There were
three ‘call my bluff’ type questions of which | only got one
right!
We have had the Lord Mayor’s Show last month, which quite
a few of you attended. | gather it was a great weekend despite
the dodgy weather! Thank you to Peter Houghton for sending
the photos — some of which are printed here. We spotted Phil
Traves’ 56 Traveller with a nice bow tie and diamond ‘ring’ on the roof and Dave
Gilliam (IOW Branch) in his Convertible with hood down, of course — That's the
spirit!
Laurie, Nev and | went to the NEC Classic Motor Show on 15th November. | had-
n’t been for a few years and | must say it was as good as | remembered and there
was lots to see and lots of people there. The MMOC stand was quite good having
been built by the Barnsley Branch and emulated the Earl’'s Court Motor show
stand of 1948 — this being the 60th Anniversary and all that. There are some pho-
tos in the newsletter and on the website. By the time you read this the Dinner and
Dance will have taken place — and I'm sure it will have gone very well!
Thanks very much to Andy Dibb for his ‘update’ on the Van from Uncle (do you
see what he did there?). Anyway, keep those articles coming in. Speaking of
which, thanks very much to loW MMOC newsletter editor, David Gilliam (owner of
white convertible named ‘Poppy’) for allowing me to ‘pinch’ his write up on the
Lord Mayor’s Show).
| Managed to get a bit of work done on the four door
{this month. | have now sorted out the holes in the
boot floor with a new panel, purchased at the na-
4 tional rally in the summer. Having lifted the car over
on the car-roller, however, | noticed one or two other
4 | slightly weak areas which gave way under a bit of
¢ prodding. Whilst not too bad, they did require some
g attention from Mr Mig..
Brian.
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Hello. | am Andy Dibb, Morris
owner for many years and
van owner for about ten
years. The first van was
bought as a long term project
about ten years ago, didn’t
realise it would be that long
term. No doubt many of you
reading this will recognise the
‘long restoration project’ sce-
nario. Pressure of work, on-
going house maintenance
and the demands of a young
family all conspire to slow
progress. The first van | pur-
chased was a real basket

THE VAN
FROM
UNCLE.

i case which | stripped down to the bare chassis and
started rebuilding from the ground up. | purchased a
- second van as it had an excellent back shell which was
. intended as a replacement of the first van. After being
« delivered it turned out to be in good condition so the
= decision was made to progress the second van and sell
= the first one to a friend '
who would be carrying i
1 on the restoration. So §
: once again everything
. was reduced to a bare &8
- . chassis, welding,
P i painting and rebuild-
ing. All the suspension has been rebuilt using new king pins,
bushes, ‘U’ bolts etc. The engine has been stripped and re-
built with new rings, big end bearings. It has also been fitted
with an unleaded head, heated inlet manifold and duplex tim-
: ; ing chain. | have never rebuilt an engine before
so fingers crossed when and if it fires up.
The past two months have seen some rapid pro-
gress with a new loom fitted, lights front & back
attached. This week the alternator, distributor
and coil have gone in, so the finish is in sight. |
am not making any predictions about finishing
dates but | will try to get it running this year and
maybe an MOT !
Why “The Van from Uncle*? Well the van is
1966 registered and a TV programme from that
era was ‘The Man From Uncle'. The registration
is GOR 720D and | have an elderly uncle whose
name is GORDon so it has to be The Van From
Uncle.
| would like to finish this restoration ramble by
thanking everyone from the Dorset Branch that has helped me with encouragement, practical
advice and the hard to get spares. It was great to see you all at Beaulieu and catch up on your
news. The display of Morrises was marvellous a real credit to all the owners and not forget-
ting the team who spent a lot of their time organising the event. ANDY DIBB.

WoRDS BY DAVE GiLLIAM [IOW BRANCH)
PHoToS BY PETER HOUGHTON

ara. She was
amused to find sev-
eral be-gowned men
doffing their hats,
) and saying “Ma’am”.
| had decided to go
in a white Tuxedo
with dress shirt and
red bow tie. We had
been briefed on
keeping order, or in
our case formation,
and | found it very
difficult at times to
maintain position. There were road narrowings, barriers, traffic island etc to deal with, so it needed a
lot of concentration. We had also been briefed as to where to expect the TV cameras to be, and to act
up to them. To be honest, | don’t think we waved any harder, and it was not really possible to pick
them out, so | feel that we acted rather as we did for the whole Parade. Just after this, the heavens
opened, and Barry put up a golf umbrella to try to keep us dry, but of course this had the effect of con-
centrating the rain in other area; my right arm in particular was soaked. At the half way point you are
pulled off the route, and have a lunch break. We straightaway put the roof up, and it stopped raining!
We decided to put them down again before rejoining the Parade, and had even started to, only for it to
pour again! By this time a call from Carole Allen revealed that we had got good coverage on BBC TV.
How good, we were yet to see. The second half we kept the roof up, and it was just as well. The
crowds were fantastic, they must have got soaked, but their enthusiasm never waned. At the end we
dispersed, and went off to park up in the Barbican, and Chris and | got out of our wet clothes. The
Club had arranged a pub for us to retire to for drinks and eats, then it was time to go and watch the
fireworks on the Thames. All too soon it was time to head for home. This was the bit | did not look for-
ward to, finding my way out of Central London after dark. | had planned a route, but | did not know ex-
actly where we would exit the Barbican. As it happens, it all worked out perfectly, we found our route
easily, and were on our way. Once on the A3 | was glad of a modification I'd had fitted; namely, twin
speed wipers! The weather was
atrocious, heavy rain, strong winds,
and standing water. We stopped for
a meal in Hindhead, and then it
was on to the 22.30 out of Ports-
mouth. We were greeted at the ter- -
minal by “l saw you on the telly!” #
and so it has remained. Every day
someone mentions it, and | must
admit our coverage was almost em-
barrassing; we were on screen for &
around 40 seconds. .

Well that’s it, all done, everything is
put away, and the underlay on
Poppy’s floor has finally dried out.
Would we do it again? Yes! The
only thing is, once chosen, that is it.
Make room for another. If however
another Island Member gets picked
| am sure we would love to go as
walkers.
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LoRD MAYOR’'S SHOW

At last the great day had arrived. 5.30am and our alarm sounded in our Harlow hotel room. It was time
for breakfast, and then off to London. The day before we had had an uneventful journey up Motorway vir-
tually all the way. Chris had not gone any great distance in Poppy before, and | think found it much easier
than she had imagined; the speedo kept north of 55 for most of the journey, and we overtook a few vehi-
cles! We checked into the hotel, and rested for a while, for we were not due to meet up in the bar until
8pm. Rosie Hamilton had been into London for a final briefing that day, and passed on to us the last min-
ute details, programmes, and sweatshirts. We had arranged for a meal but in was gone 9pm before we
sat down and with an early start, | wondered if | would have a disturbed night, but it worked out fine. We
assembled our cars in the car park in our Parade order, allowing for some to join us in London, and off
we went, following Sandy Hamilton. There were traffic lights at the hotel gate, and it took at least three
changes before we were all on the road, and so it straight away involved pulling over and waiting for the
rest. This was repeated a few times until we were on the M11, where it was easy to maintain a slow pace
and get in convoy. As soon as we hit London proper, trouble started; several of us became “Amber Gam-
blers” in an effort not to lose the car in front. We were just fourth in line and managed to keep up, but part
of our convoy went wrong and had to join us later. When we reached the City of London, we passed a
roadblock, and it became almost surreal. Our Minors were the only vehicles in sight, except for an occa-
sional vehicle passing on the way to its muster point. Once we were all gathered, it was off once more to
the final assembly point. | must point out here that the Parade length is almost twice as long as the route,
and so each float has an arrival time and position on an ancillary road, packed three wide across the
road. At our point the road width held three Minors, a military band, and then a lorry. It was here that we
finally decorated our cars. The rest of the IOW contingent met us here, consisting of Malcolm and Mary,
Alan and Jackie, Barry Allen and his daughter Hayley, and Emily Joynes. Colin and Liz Eggleton also
joined us for a while; they were going to watch the Parade. The Club had chosen a theme of James
Bond, but with a loose interpretation. Our car was one of nine in the Diamond formation, and so most
chose to go for the Diamonds are forever theme, linked to the fact that the Minor was celebrating the 60"
year since its introduction. The weather was not behaving very nicely; it kept on showering with rain and
then seeming to clear, only to pour down once again. Just seconds before the off, | decided to take our
hood down, as did the two other Convertibles alongside us. Off we went. Barry Allen was being troubled
by his knee, and elected to join us in the car. Once moving, you are exhorted by Parade Marshals to
keep gaps closed, and not to stop at all, it is very strictly controlled. The crowds were huge, and Chris
especially was waving like mad, dressed in a long red velvet gown, fur coat, long black gloves, and a ti-

BULL MOTIF SPARES
TEL/FAX:01386 831755 FAX/ TEL:01386 831716
Email: bullmotif@btconnect.com
Reardene Workshops. Cleeve Road, Mid-
dle Littleton, Worcs, WR11 5JR

Mail order — same day despatch. Mention
MMOC number

Subscription hotline:
01305 266360

www.minormonthly.co.uk

THE BEST SELLING MORRIS MINOR MAGAZINE

RADIO SALES, REPAIRS & SERVICING || Thae TV T35 2500 J‘!vgf
J. Fred Greenwood, MSc,
MIM, C.Eng, NMTF Phone: 07824 377373,
fax: 01264 810408
Email: theoldtrimshop@gmail.com
www.theoldtrimshop.com

Motor Trimmers

91, Keyhaven Road
H ’ Marine & Light Aircraft Seating

Milford on Sea
Lymington,
Hampshire

S041 0TF
Email:jfg@tesco.net

Tel: 01590 645872

Wynrush, London Road, Stockbridge,
Hants SO20 6EN

Over 35 years experience in traditional coach trimming.
Specialising in classic and vintage cars.
Individual requirements delivered to the highest standard.
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HAYNES MANUAL TRANSLATIONS

Haynes: Rotate anticlockwise.

Translation: Clamp with molegrips then beat
repeatedly with hammer anticlockwise.
Haynes: This is a snug fit.

Translation: You will skin your knuckles!
Haynes: This is a tight fit.

Translation: Not a hope in hell matey!
Haynes: As described in Chapter 7...
Translation: That'll teach you not to read
through before you start, now you are looking at
scary photos of the inside of a gearbox.
Haynes: Pry...

Translation: Hammer a screwdriver into...
Haynes: Undo...

Translation: Go buy a tin of WD40 (catering
size).

Haynes: Retain tiny spring...

Translation: "Jeez what was that, it nearly had
my eye out"!

Haynes: Press and rotate to remove bulb...
Translation: OK - thats the glass bit off, now
fetch some good pliers to dig out the bayonet
part.

Haynes: Lightly...

Translation: Start off lightly and build up till the
veins on your forehead are throbbing then re-
check the manual because this can not be
'lightly" what you are doing now.

Haynes: Weekly checks...

Translation: If it isn't broken don't fix it!
Haynes: Routine maintenance...

Translation: If it isn't broken... it's about to be!
Haynes: One spanner rating.

Translation: Your Mum could do this... so how
did you manage to botch it up?

Haynes: Two spanner rating.

Translation: Now you may think that you can do
this because two is a low, tiny, 'ikkle number...
but you also thought the wiring diagram was a
map of the Tokyo underground (in fact that
would have been more use to you).

Haynes: Three spanner rating.

Translation: But Nova's are easy to maintain
right... right? So you think three Nova spanners
has got to be like a 'regular car' two spanner
job.

Haynes: Four spanner rating.

Translation: You are seriously considering this
aren't you, you pleb!

Haynes: Five spanner rating.

www.dorsetmmaoc.co.uk

Translation: OK - but don't expect us to ride in it af-
terwards!!!

Haynes: If not, you can fabricate your own special
tool like this...

Translation: Hahahahahahahahahahahahahahaha-
hahahahahahahaha!!!!

Haynes: Compress...

Translation: Squeeze with all your might, jump up
and down on, swear at, throw at the garage wall,
then search in the dark corner of the garage for
whilst muttering "bu**er" repeatedly under your
breath.

Haynes: Inspect...

Translation: Squint at really hard and pretend you
know what you are looking at, then declare in a loud
knowing voice to your wife "Yep, as | thought, it's
going to need a new one"!

Haynes: Carefully...

Translation: You are about to cut yourself!

Haynes: Retaining nut...

Translation: Yes, that's it, that big spherical blob of
rust.

Haynes: Get an assistant...

Translation: Prepare to humiliate yourself in front of
someone you know.

Haynes: Turning the engine will be easier with the
spark pugs removed.

Translation: However, starting the engine afterwards
will be much harder.

Once that sinking pit of your stomach feeling has
subsided, you can start to feel deeply ashamed as
you gingerly refit the spark plugs.

Haynes: Refitting is the reverse sequence to re-
moval.

Translation: But you swear in different places.
Haynes: Prise away plastic locating pegs...
Translation: Snap off...

Haynes: Using a suitable drift...

Translation: The biggest nail in your tool box isn't a
suitable drift!

Haynes: Everyday toolkit

Translation: Ensure you have an RAC Card & Mo-
bile Phone

Haynes: Apply moderate heat...

Translation: Placing your mouth near it and huffing
isn't moderate heat.

NB: Haynes Manuals are (c)opyright of a very
disturbed sadist

December 2008 Page 7



A CAR TO APPRECIATE

JAMES RUPPERT — RAC WORLD AUTUMN/WINTER 08/089

Is there anything more depressing than depreciation? Its probably the most
expensive word in the English Language, as the new car you bought a few
minutes ago for £15,000 is now worth £10,000. And sadly, it will keep falling
until you have to pay someone to take it away. Okay, that might be a bit nega-
tive, but just imagine a situation where the car you own won'’t just hold its
value, but is more than likely to increase. It could happen. The truth is that
buying a classic car can be good for you and your wallet. Not only that, if you
like cars, you'll enjoy every motoring minute too. And the great news is that
you don’t have to operate at the top end of the vintage and classic-car market,
where they are not so much vehicles as blue-chip investments. You should be
choosing affordable, practical cars that are full of character and, if looked af-
ter, resistant to depreciation.

There’s no point in choosing some obscure sports car that will be impossible
to find parts for, difficult to own and, most important of all, which has a limited
following. The key to buying a depreciation proof classic is finding a car that
many enthusiasts love. As Robin Norton, the head of British Car Auctions Vin-
tage and Classic Car Department, points out, ‘It's all about nostalgia,” he says.
‘Everyone should aim for the evergreen classics, for the simple reason that
they will be much better off if they decide to use the car on a day-to-day basis.’
So what are the evergreens? They are the iconic cars that are easy to find and
have great support from clubs and specialist suppliers,’” says Norton. ‘For me,
that means the proper Mini, not the BMW one, the Morris Minor and the MGB.
Nothing complicated or large; you need to be able to park your classic in a ga-
rage if you want to look after it.

The next thing you have to do is find out if you really like the classic, rather
than the idea of a classic. There is lots of research to be done and there is no
substitute for reading as many books and magazine articles as you can. But it
is also vital to touch metal. This means following up advertisements and look-
ing at cars for sale. Ideally you should also join the owners club and attend
meetings and shows. Owners can give you expert advice and help you when
you decide to buy. Most important of all you must drive the classic you are in-

Norman J.Kimber
D.S.A. Approved Driving Instructor
Full theory training given
Pass Plus Scheme Available

Discounts for MMOC Club members
Tel 01202 779092 Mobile 07889 461262

Interested in using your car for weddings? You ‘
Just tell us when your car is, and is not, available.
Quite literally, you are in the driving seat!

Superwed Cars

www.superwed.co.uk
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Largest Selection of Cars in the Area
Friendly & Helpful - Established over 25 years
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terested in. It is not uncommon to have unrealistic expectations and to find that
your dream car is a nightmare to drive and live with. So make sure the classic fits
your lifestyle and your garage. If you cant borrow a car you could easily hire one
through websites such as www.selfdriveclassics.co.uk.

If buying a classic car is simple enough, it is vital that you take good care of it. A
decent garage has already been mentioned but finding a decent local servicing
garage is equally important. Maintaining the classic will not only stop it breaking
down but also maintain its value. However, there is no point taking a Morris Minor
to a Lexus main agent, who will just scratch their heads and look baffled. You
need an independantly run garage that understands older cars and can actually
diagnose and repair. Indeed these older cars are much simpler to understand
and work on.

It's also worth noting that aside from the ‘appreciation’ of classic cars, older cars
are often cheaper to run and maintain. Martin Mosley runs the ‘Parts for Older
Cars’ department at mail order specialist Car Parts Direct. Martin’s team supplies
parts for all makes of cars over 20 years old. He has seen a huge increase in the
number of motorists putting their older cars back on the road in recent months.
‘Lots of customers will buy an older car, paying around £1,000, spend a few hun-
dred pounds on it and run it on a low budget,” says Martin. Tax, insurance, servic-
ing and fuel on an older car can be less than one year’s depreciation on a brand
new car.

2008 MISTLETOE MEANDER

28th December meeting once again at the West Moors
Bowls Club for coffee prior to the road run. This will be
swiftly followed by lunch back at the Bowls Club of sau-
sages and mash, with a pudding and drink. We are hoping
for a good turnout again for the post-Christmas Winter
gathering. Booking slips available now.

Cost is £5 per head. Kick off at 10:00

e 7
This year’s Mistletoe Meander has been booked for Sunday %/
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