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1B Telford Road, 
Ferndown Industrial Estate, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7QN 

A 

Diagnostics 
and repairs – 
all makes. 
Workshop: 
01202 877700 
Mobile: 07836 
629027 

MARKHAM GARAGE 
 

� 01202 522140 
168 MARKHAM ROAD, CHARMINSTER 

BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET, BH9 1JE 
 

SPECIALIST IN SERVICING & REPAIRS 
TO CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES 

 
PROPRIETOR: ARTHUR COX 

Parts made or re-
paired for Classic 
Vehicles 

3, Telford Road,  
Ferndown Industrial Estate, 

 Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7QN. 
Tel: 01202 871143 
Fax: 01202 897045 

“Parp-parp” 

Branch member and TV celebrity, Phil Traves on telly demonstrating a classic car 
horn for sale at the auction rooms where he works. It appeared on an episode of 

‘Celebrity Cash in the Attic’ on BBC recently and was spotted by Jacky. (I’m sure you 
are all relieved I have finally run out of photos of Laurie and Nev!) - Ed 
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Dorset Branch of the Morris Minor Owners Club 

Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the  Dorset area and beyond 

The MMOC Dorset Branch  
was founded in 1977 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch of the National 

Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Constitution for further details) We 

meet on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway 

Lane, BH8 0AA. We have an active calendar of events throughout the year – particularly in the Summer months 

when we attend many rallies and other shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other en-

thusiasts and enjoy a presentation or other activity organised by the Committee.  

 

Membership currently costs £9 per year, £11.50 for joint member-

ship. 

Please ask Branch Secretary if you  require a copy of the Dorset Branch Constitu-

tion .For more details contact Laurie Blewer on  01202 522673 or John Jenkinson 

on 01202 576690  

FRONT COVERFRONT COVERFRONT COVERFRONT COVER    
Another 2008 photo 
taken on the Devon 
Weekend outside the 
Royal Glen Hotel in 

Sidmouth. 

Printed by: Adding Value Solutions, Unit 66, Alloa  
Business Centre, Whins Road, Alloa, FK10 3SA. 

And Laurel Bank, Harts Lane, Burghclere, Newbury, RG20 9JN. M : 07768 653017 T : 
0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001 

E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk  - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk 

http://www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk 
Or   http://homepage.ntlworld.com/brian.wood13/index.html 

Committee Members 2008-09: 

President: Graham Jarvis (07914 637429) 

Chairman: John Jenkinson (01202 576690)  

Secretary: Laurie Blewer (01202 522673, 07947 525884) 

Treasurer: Jacky Wood (01202 573501).  

Membership Secretary – Des Waller (01202 573403) 

Events Organiser/H&S Supervisor – Neville Gerry (01202 

747687) 

Newsletter /Website Editor: Brian Wood (01202 573501) 

( brian@dorsetmmoc.co.uk ) 

Non Committee posts: 

Raffle Coordinators: Chris Tilley and Val Palmer 

Spares Manager: John Bainbridge (01258 458749) 

Regalia Manager: Richard Cyster – (01202 526660) 

Catering Executives:  -Sue Blewer, Lyn Gerry 
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All types of KARCHERKARCHERKARCHERKARCHER 
power washers, steamers 

and accessories. 

Contact SSSSoooonnnnnnnnyyyy: 

07761 277380, 
email: karcherpower@yahoo.co.uk    

MAIN AGENT MAIN AGENT MAIN AGENT MAIN AGENT upgrades, repairs, parts & accessories 

THETHETHETHE    BESTBESTBESTBEST    SELLINGSELLINGSELLINGSELLING    MORRISMORRISMORRISMORRIS    MINORMINORMINORMINOR    MAGAZINEMAGAZINEMAGAZINEMAGAZINE    
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 BULL MOTIF SPARESBULL MOTIF SPARESBULL MOTIF SPARESBULL MOTIF SPARES    

TEL/FAX:01386 831755 FAX/ TEL:01386 831716 

Email: bullmotif@btconnect.com 

Reardene Workshops, Cleeve Road,  
Middle Littleton, Worcs, WR11 5JR 

Mail order – same day despatch. Mention 

MMOC number  

CCCCHA I RMANHA I RMANHA I RMANHA I RMAN ’’’’ SSSS  R R R R EPOR TEPOR TEPOR TEPOR T     

Good evening and welcome to the March Clubnight. I am 
sorry that I will not be there tonight because Ann and my-
self are going on holiday to Torquay with the West Moors 
Bowls Club. I was very pleased with the turnout of club 
members on February’s Mock Auction clubnight. Also the 
number of contributions donated to raise funds for this 
years club charity was much appreciated. £140.20 was 
raised. I would like to thank Karl for garaging the branch 
Van and also wish him good luck to him and his wife Anita 
in their new home in Winton. The van is going to have a 
‘mock’ MOT to see what work needs doing, so the mem-

bers who said that they would like to help – please let me know. Thanks to Steve 
Brown for getting the new van wheels shot blasted. We are suggesting that the 
cakes for sale at the rally can be made in advance and be frozen. We have a 
freezer which can be used. Thanks for choosing Youth Cancer Trust as our nomi-
nated charity this year – voting results are shown below. The Aubrey Batt run will be 
joining the Bournemouth & Poole Preservation Club at Honey Brook Farm and 
CCOTP (see page 14 for details). Please note that the Bristol Classic Car Show at 
Shepton Mallet is now on 2nd – 4th May. 
Good Motoring and all the best – John Jenkinson. 

BRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEME    
 
You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate 
according to the numbers of national MMOC members who 
attend the monthly clubnights. We therefore need to update 
our records so that we can take advantage of this scheme. 
Please would you advise Des Waller (or any Committee 
Member) of your MMOC membership number and renewal 
date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at the 
clubnights.   Thank you. 

Dorset Youth Cancer Trust: 17 
Dorset Air Ambulance: 12 
Julia’s House: 5 

The votes cast for the Charity nominations last month were: 

Dogs for the Disabled: 5 
Macmillan Cancer: 2 
Forishal Home:2             Naomi House: 1 
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Please let me know if you no longer wish your ad to be included in the newsletter/website. Editor. 

FFFFOROROROR  S S S SALEALEALEALE  &  W &  W &  W &  WAN TEDAN TEDAN TEDAN TED  &  C &  C &  C &  C LUBLUBLUBLUB     NOT I C E SNOT I C E SNOT I C E SNOT I C E S     

FOR SALE  
1965 Traveller. Spares or repair, sold with large 

quantity of spares – some new. Will not split.  £150. 
(Spares listed  on web site in full) John Webb Tel 

01204 532033 – Bolton (02/09) 

MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA ---- DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH     
Our Branch Regalia stock is managed by Richard Cyster  and is available at clubnights and our outdoor 

Polo Shirts −various sizes / colours: £12 each 
Baseball Caps: £9.50 each 

Fleeces £20 
Beanie Hats  £8.50 

Assorted Greeting Cards Packs of 6: £7.00 per pack or 
£1:35 each card. 

Christmas Cards Packs of 4, 2 designs available: £2.85 
per pack 

Large Cards −Asst £1.50 each 
Picture Mugs − £5.99 each. 

Dorset Branch Mugs − £5.99 each 
Beaulieu Money Boxes £5.00 each 

Coasters £1.99 each 

Placemats £4.99 each 
Mousemats £5.99 each 
Keyrings £1.99 each 

Ceramic Traveller Money Box £12.50 Ea 
Ceramic Egg Cups £5.00 ea 

Morris Minor Parking Signs £ 7.50 each 
Morris Minor Car Stickers £ 1.00 each 

2008 Club Event DVD £3.00 
2007 Photo CD of club events £2.50 

30th Commemorative Photo CD Album £2.50 
Branch Keyrings £1.00 each 

Postcards of Corfe £0.50 each 
Model Morris Minors − £3.50 each. 

This year’s Aubrey Batt run will be held on Sunday 
19th April and we are planning to go to Honey-
brook Farm which is near Wimborne. We are 

starting from Avon Heath Country Park for a full 
English breakfast (including coffee or tea) at 9:00 
and leaving for Honeybrook farm at about 10:30 
(ish). For those who wish to attend Classic Cars 
on the Prom later, we will be leaving about 3:00. 
“Honeybrook has been a working farm for over 
500 years. Nestled beside the River Allen, near 

Wimborne, we are still farming and producing food. We rear pork and free range 
beef and lamb, produce and pasteurise our own milk and cream. The eggs, vegeta-
bles and flowers are from the farm and are for sale in our farm shop. Honeybrook 

aims to make the countryside accessible to everyone who visits by providing coun-
try walks, farm animals to meet, gorgeous picnic spots, exciting nature based activi-
ties for children and adults and a constantly updated education programme.” Cost is 

£8.00 per person and includes the breakfast and a donation for entry to the farm. 
Slips are available at the clubnight or with the newsletter this month. 

AAAAUBREYUBREYUBREYUBREY  B B B BATTATTATTATT  R R R RUNUNUNUN  19 19 19 19 T HTHTHTH  A A A APR I LPR I LPR I LPR I L  2009 2009 2009 2009     
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Inside….Inside….Inside….Inside….    

The Dorset Branch Newsletter is published on the first Wednesday of 
the month and sent by post to paid-up members. It is also available 
for free download from the Internet usually about 10 days before the 

clubnight. 

Next clubnight Next clubnight Next clubnight Next clubnight –––– Talk by ‘Youth Cancer  Talk by ‘Youth Cancer  Talk by ‘Youth Cancer  Talk by ‘Youth Cancer 
Trust’ (our nominated 2009 CharityTrust’ (our nominated 2009 CharityTrust’ (our nominated 2009 CharityTrust’ (our nominated 2009 Charity    
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DAVID SMITH MOTORS 
Est 1978 

21 TELFORD ROAD, FERNDOWN, INDUS-

TRIAL ESTATE, WIMBORNE, DORSET 

BH21 7QS. TEL: 01202 871858 

MoTs Cars & Motorcycles 

ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES WELCOME 

LLLL E TT ER SE TT ER SE TT ER SE TT ER S     TOTOTOTO     T HETHETHETHE  E E E ED I TORD I TORD I TORD I TOR     

Morris Minor owners who have joined the Branch in the last month are: 

Jackson Kingham from Poole, Richard & 
Norah Lines from Wimborne,  

Michael Cooper from Warminster. 
A warm welcome to you all. 

Welding – All Types 

Brake Improvements Engine Rebuilds 

Threads Repaired Parts Made, Fabricated, 
Milled or Turned 

From £22 
per hour 

Only Historic Vehicles– Austin, 
Ford, Morris, MG, Riley, Rover, 
Sunbeam, Triumph, VW Beetle, 

Wolseley 
+ BSA, Indian, and Matchless 

Motorcycles 
01202 881499   07713 948631 

O.H.V. Engineering 
Wimborne 

Thanks to Dave and 
Jackie Walker for send-
ing me this shot of 
Jackie’s (previously 
owned) Traveller (taken 
on 3rd February) which 
now resides in Surrey, 
where we believe they 
may have had a few 
flakes of snow recently? 
The car now belongs to 
new member Bruce Eg-
gleton. 

Hi. I was clearing out my garage and came across a quantity of used mi-
nor parts.These include brake drums,steering wheel,sealed beam lights 
and others. I am willing to donate them to the Dorset branch if someone 
would be willing to pick them up. I was a member of the branch a few 
years ago but arthritis forced me to give up my Minor for a more modern 
form of transport. I am in Wimborne close to the market, I expect Laurie 
will remember me. 
Bob Wareham  01202 885150 
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(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)    

2009 
4th March – Clubnight – Talk on Lee Motors by Norman Aish 
1st April – Clubnight –  Talk by ‘Youth Cancer Trust’ 
12th April – Arf’s Easter Run (not organised by DMMOC) 
19th April – Aubrey Batt Run to Hollybrook Farm, Wimborne 
2-4th May – Bristol Classic Car Show NOTE NEW DATE 
6th May – Clubnight – Talk by Dave Daniels 
16th/17th May – Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
3rd June – Clubnight – Autojumble 
7th June – Southern Regional Rally – Milestones, Basingstoke 
14th June – Visit to Winton MOT Centre 
21st June – Hampshire Rally 
25-28th June – National MMOC Rally 
1st July – Clubnight – Rally Planning 
10-12th July Dorset Branch Rally – Avon Heath 
19th July – Show – Muscliffe Community Park 
5th August – Clubnight – Reverend Timbrell 
2nd September – Clubnight – Antiques Evening with Phil Traves 
6th September – IOW Rally 
27th September – Area 6 Picnic at Watercress Line 
3rd October – Wimborne/3 in 1 Run (details TBA) 
7th October – Clubnight – AGM 
4th November – Clubnight -Call My Bluff type quiz 
28th November – Dinner and Dance Quality Hotel, Bournemouth 
2nd December – Clubnight – Natter and Noggin. 
27th December – Mistletoe Meander 

WWWWHATHATHATHAT ’’’’ SSSS  O O O ONNNN????     
http://www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

MORRIS MINOR SPARES MORRIS MINOR SPARES MORRIS MINOR SPARES MORRIS MINOR SPARES ---- DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH     
Please order from;-John Bainbridge, 334 Bournemouth Road, Charlton Marshall 
Blandford, Dorset DT11 9NJ  Tel (01258) 458749. Or see at Club Meetings. (The 
stock list is shown on the website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk) 
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Good evening and welcome to March clubnight. Tonight we will be 
having a talk by Norman Aish on the history of Lee Motors. Norman is 
the owner of that fine Bedford coach that he brings along to our rally. 
This means that Graham’s Call My Bluff has been moved to Novem-
ber. Well done to you all for the fantastic amount of money raised at 
this year’s Blind Auction which will be going to the Youth Cancer Trust.
This year’s Aubrey Batt Run will now be going to Honeybrook Farm. 
We will be starting at Avon Heath Country Park at 9am for breakfast 
so we will need to know numbers in advance for catering purposes. 
We will be meeting up with The Bournemouth and Poole Preservation 
Club who are also holding a run finishing at the same place. We plan 
to arrive before them so that the café and the farm are not overrun! 

I have received a letter from Shaftesbury Town Council giving us per-
mission to park in the same place as we did last year for the carnival. 
The date for this event is 3rd October this year. 

Plans are starting to come together already for this year’s Dorset 
Branch Rally with a steady stream of entries coming through the post 
every day. If you know of any traders who may like to come along 
please let me know and I will send them a trade stand entry form. 
Don’t forget to let me have your own entry form in as soon as you can. 
Any ideas for other attractions for this year will be gratefully received.
The engine rebuild on Victoria is going well. The stripped block has 
now gone off to have the studs removed, to be skimmed and to be re-
bored. I managed to pick up some new, old stock +0.040” pistons on 
Ebay so the block will be engineered to match. I’ve also managed to 
acquire a new, old stock carburettor, which has just this minute been 
fitted to the old engine to test, and it ran perfectly. With the original 
carburettor there has always been a dreadful flat spot at the very bot-
tom end of the rev range, which has now gone. So, now we know the 
new carburettor is OK we can take it off again and start to dismantle 
the old engine. In order to remove it though most of the front end of 
the car will have to be removed! Another progress report will be printed 
next time. 

Well that’s it from me for this month – sorry its short and sweet but 
time has just run away with me this month. 
Happy Minoring, Laurie. 
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WELDONE & A1 RECOVERY 

Mobile Car welding service and cars collected and 
delivered. Contact: 

Terry House 

07889 380760 or 
 evenings after 

6pm 01929 480260 

Radio Sales, Repairs & Servicing 
J. Fred Greenwood, MSc, 
MIM, C.Eng, NMTF 

G3ZJY 

91, Keyhaven Road, 

Milford on Sea 

Lymington, 

Hampshire 

SO41 0TF 

Email:jfg@tesco.net 

Tel: 01590 645872 

Hope you all survived the snowy weather last month. We have a couple of ‘winter’ oriented 
articles this month, arguably, a little late but they will stand you in good stead for next winter 
anyway! I must say, I found the heater improvement article interesting because I thought I 
had gained an improvement in the heater efficiency by getting all the air out. De-gunging 
the heater matrix certainly seems like a good idea and I will probably have a go at this my-
self sometime. The engineering logic behind it seems to stack up and Bruce’s drawings 
help to illustrate the internals of the heater very well. Many thanks to Dave and Bruce for 
this article. (Keep ‘em coming). Did anyone see ‘Classic Drives’ with Richard (“I don’t 
beleeeive it”) Wilson on Thursday 18th Feb? It featured a rather nice ‘B’ reg. Traveller. I 
had my anorak on and couldn’t work out the combination of colour, indicators, wiper and 
steering wheel. The registration would have been 1964, the colour looked like ‘Clipper 
Blue’ (pre ‘62?) the indicators and registration were 1098cc (ie post ‘62) but the wipers and 
steering wheel looked like 948cc items (pre ‘62). Bit of a mix-up then? Haven't been out in 
the garage much myself this last month, too cold! I did manage to sort out another of the 
niggling problems with the 911 though, which has been apparent since I got it in 1999. The 
drivers door electric window had an intermittent and annoying habit of rotating forwards 
when descending. This would then need manual intervention to straighten up prior to being 
able to continue its descent. It always seemed to happen at about 1/3 of the distance down-
wards. Dismantling the door innards (which is not quite so difficult as a Minor door!) re-
vealed that the lifter rail to which the window drop glass is fixed had corroded and there 
were two nylon wheels in the runner channel. There is a ‘scissor’ arrangement which con-
trols the position of these wheels in the channel and at a certain point the front wheel would 
fall out of the channel and jam the whole thing. I managed to order a new part and the asso-
ciated felt and rubber seals to make a proper job for about the same cost as doing all win-
dows/doors on both my Minors! 
There is a certain satisfaction about ‘fixing’ something isn't there? When you can fly in the 
face of the ‘chuck it away and buy a new one’ philosophy it feels good. My roller shutter ga-
rage door some months ago, started making a ‘twang’ noise when operated. This turned out 
to be one of the dozen or so metal straps that attach the slats to the roller and ensure that 
the slats are all pushed into the vertical position to stop them being levered up by burgalars. 
The chaps in the van came round and found the spot welds on one of the straps had come 
adrift and it was flapping around. It was deemed too costly and not worth fixing properly 
since the  whole 4.5m long roller would have to come off for repair. So they left it off on the 
basis that the other 11 were still OK. Fine. Until another one started to ‘twang’ recently. 
With only 10 straps left it might start to not work properly. I had a look myself and reasoned 
that if I drilled a couple of holes in the strap (which was fixed to the roller with a self tap 
screw and was easily removable) I could pop rivet it back to the top slat and there was little 
chance of it coming off again. Simple. Seems to work fine. I’ll count that as a result on the 
‘Engineering’ front.  Cheers for now, Brian. 
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The heater on Jackie’s traveller was very poor. The previous owner had tried to im-
prove matters but to no avail. So this is how I had a go at it. 
Firstly let me say that this relates to the “round” type heater. Actually it covers all 
types of heater fitted to a Minor prior to the final type of fresh air heater with the 
“elephants trunk “fresh air pipe that runs from behind the radiator grill panel. 
Jackie’s car is a 1960 d/l traveller with the fresh air attachment that takes in air from 
the front cross member area under the floor. But this explanation will also help in the 
more basic type. Many people say that those heaters are poor but the one that we 
have in the ‘54 convertible is good and back in the 60’s when I was running  Minors 
on a daily basis they gave good heat. 
So, here’s the situation. At best the output was just about tepid, with the engine fully 
warmed up and the blower on full. In fact the heat was so marginal that it was neces-
sary to ”phone a friend” to get a second opinion!  Sounds familiar? If so read on. 
check was to see if both the rubber heater pipes were hot: they were. 
Next remove the heater pipes from the engine and see if there is a good flow through 
the heater. Using the garden hose produced a good clean flow so it wasn’t that. 
After that replace thermostat and replace with one of a winter setting. Still cold - huh. 
Now the tap itself. On this car it is a brass one with the turn wheel on the top, not the 
one operated by a cable. It was partially restricted so a new one was fitted. Still no 
heat. 
Now, getting really cheesed off (well that’s being polite) I purchased a second hand 
heater from Steve Brown as I thought that our one could be suffering with a lime 
scale build-up acting as an inhibitor to the heat getting through to the matrix. 
On taking the replacement heater apart I checked the flow, it was good and clear. 
Fearing that this one may also be clagged up with lime scale I took it to the radiator 
repairers and had it cleaned in their acid bath. Certainly a good amount of muck 
came out. I decided to flush it out thoroughly back at home using the garden hose 
with HOT water.  After a couple of seconds it was too hot to hold. So after some ger-
molene on the hands to ease the slight burn , I took out the complete heater from the 
car. A rotten job as you have to remove the steering wheel, indicator switch and drop 
the steering column after lowering the parcel shelf. The driver’s side glove box had to 

(Continued on page 7) 

Test Valley (Insurances) Ltd.,Test Valley (Insurances) Ltd.,Test Valley (Insurances) Ltd.,Test Valley (Insurances) Ltd.,Independent 
Insurance Consultants 

23, Market Place, 
Romsey, 
Hants, SO51 8NA Telephone: (01794) 512034 

                               515718 
Fax:            (01794) 830231 
E-mail: test.valley@btconnect.com 
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DISCOUNT FOR CLUB 

MEMBERS  

(MUST SHOW CARD) 

Morris Minor Owners Club 

Dorset Branch RallyDorset Branch RallyDorset Branch RallyDorset Branch Rally    
Sunday 12th July 2009 

Avon Heath Country Park 

You are invited to join in with our annual celebrations at this year's Branch Rally for the weekend 

or just Sunday for the Rally. 

The Rally will be held as usual on the green near the visitor's centre at the Avon Heath Country 

Park. 

There are some interesting countryside walks and the facilities provided on site include toilets 

and a café where snacks and drinks can be bought.  

Avon Heath Country Park is situated just a few miles away from the historic towns of Ringwood, 

Wimborne and Christchurch and just 10 miles from Bournemouth with its famous sandy beaches.  

Camping will be available on site from 4:30pm on Friday 10th July with the pre-rally party being 

held on Saturday 11th July. The main rally day will be on Sunday 12th July and will feature judg-

ing of all your favourite classes. There will be a separate section for vehicles, which have won at 

concours level. We will have trade stands, raffle, cake stalls and a 'Working Minors' Class and a 

Post Production Convertible class. 

Entry forms for Minors and other 'visitors' classic cars are available from the branch or on the 

website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

A map showing the directions to the Country Park will be sent with your Rally entry number. 
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If the screen rubber is OK and the front carpets are wet, check the 
bonnet hinges (bulkhead end) (photo 2) have the rubber gaskets fitted 
correctly. Also the rubber seals in the 
wiper escutcheons should be 
checked (photo 3). Also, of course, if 
you have any holes in the sills or the 
rear of the front wing – this will not 
help. 
If the rear footwell is wet, this can still 
mean that the above need attention – 
especially if you park the car on a 

slope and the water can find its 
way to the lowest point. I recently 
had wet rear footwells and replac-
ing the felt drop glass seals 
(which had rotted out) with new 
‘lip’ seals seemed to cure it . Trav-
ellers can leak through the roof 
seal between the cab and back 
roof. Corrosion in the area of floor 

around the spring mounts can admit water into the box section under 
the rear seat which seeps into the footwell. Editor 

WWWWATERATERATERATER  L L L L EAKSEAKSEAKSEAKS  ( C (C (C (CON T I NUEDON T I NUEDON T I NUEDON T I NUED ))))     

Norman J.Kimber 
D.S.A. Approved Driving Instructor 

Full theory training given 

Pass Plus Scheme Available 

Discounts for MMOC Club members 
Tel 01202 779092  Mobile 07889 461262 

Photo – 2. You can’t see it in this shot 
but I sincerely believe that there is a 
rubber seal under that bonnet hinge! 

Photo – 3. Lots of interesting lichen and other 
flora and fauna in this photo. Best get David 

Bellamy on the phone please! 

Article compiled from a subtle blend of personal experience and the MMOC Technical 
Tips Manual. 
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(Continued from page 6) 

come out and then you can actually remove the heater proper. 
 
On removing the matrix I decided to flush it out with hot water - this time using 
gloves as I felt that it would probably be hot. After all it was presumably one con-
tinuous loop inside so hot in should mean hot out. The water came out hot but with 
the exception of the edge near where the pipes went into the matrix it felt cold. I 
have a remote thermometer, you know, like the one that your doctor points in your 
ear to take your temperature. One side of the matrix showed well over 120 de-
grees F and the other about 35 degrees F! 
Further investigation showed that the matrix was not a serpentine or continuous 
loop. It was in fact a series of rings coming off the inlet and going back to the re-
turn.  
I am not any good at drawing this to show you what I mean but an old school 
friend (in both senses) offered to drive down from Surrey a distance of about 160 

miles to draw it up for the benefit of Dorset Branch. Now Bruce has been a design 
(Continued on page 8) 
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draughtsman all of his working life so have a look at the pictures and see what I 
was trying to explain. 
I now went back to my “new” matrix and ran the hot water via the garden hose 
through it. Even with the gloves on it was very hot to the touch - at both sides. 
The thermometer showed 120 degrees  plus at all points on the matrix. 
So the heater went back with the “new” matrix in it.  All I had to do was then 
bleed the air from it. Looking back I should have pre-filled the matrix prior to fit-
ting but it didn’t occur to me. It took several attempts to get all of the air out. The 
old trick of removing the heater hose from the tap, allowing the fluid to spew out 
didn’t work. So what I did was to purchase a small piece of half inch transparent 
plastic hose and connect it between the metal water tube that runs along the top 
of the exhaust manifold, and the heater outlet hose. You only need the hose to 
be about 200mm long so that you can see the water flow and bubbles. I had the 

transparent tube loosely con-
nected to the  pipe above the 
manifold and allowed it to weep 
fluid out while the engine was 
running. This, finally removed the 
trapped air. The plastic tube was 
removed and the rubber hose re- 
connected. 
The result is superb. In fact it 
gets so hot that the metal deflec-
tor at the base of the heater 
burns you if you touch it and the 
top of the dashboard gets really 
hot around the heater ducts. My 
only sadness is that I needn’t 
have bought the heated front 
screen. Actually after having it 
fitted it has turned out to be 
faulty and I am now trying to get 
a replacement from the suppliers 

but they won’t reply to me. 
I’m sorry that this has taken so long to explain but I hope that it will help some of 
you to keep a little warmer. 
My sincere thanks to Bruce Eggleton for drawing up the plan of the heater, Steve 
Brown for supplying a replacement heater. Ferns did the acid burn out job and 
the half inch plastic hose and connector came from B&Q. 
Dave Walker. 
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The ‘official’ record of the Dorset Branch events is 
now available on a DVD which plays as a 37 minute 

‘movie’ extravaganza set to music.  There are 14 
sections covering most of the activities and events of 
the 60th year of our favourite car from the Plowmans 

Lunch in January to the Mistletoe Meander in De-
cember. There are one or two actual ‘movie’ scenes 
but most are still photographs with many provided by 
Branch members who are credited at the end of the 

DVD. 
It is amazing value at only £3.00 ‘while stocks 

last‘ (as they say). 
If you would like one sent by post, please contact 

Brian Wood by email or phone. Please add £1.50 to 
the cost for P&P. 

2008 P2008 P2008 P2008 PHOTOHOTOHOTOHOTO  A A A A LUBMLUBMLUBMLUBM     ONONONON  DVD DVD DVD DVD     
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Probably a good topic for 
discussion during winter 
months – yes I know 
Spring is on the way, but it 
will still keep raining (trust 
me!). There are a number 
of places water can find its 
way in and these can be 
very difficult to find. 
The first place to start is 
the windscreen rubber. Has 
it hardened with age and 
split (see photo 1) and can 

you see any water streaking at the bottom corners? If so, treat 
yourself to a new one. It is not a difficult job (although I always 
seem to have trouble getting the spreader back in again – particu-
larly on the 948 type!) 

Photo – 1. This screen seal has exceeded its use-
ful life, however, the green fungus is playing its 

part in sealing the cracks. 


