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John Merritt    Welding Service 
Minor MOT Repairs, to full underbody rebuild 
 

By Retired restoration 
specialist with 25 yrs 
experience on Minors. 
Sensible prices – No VAT 

Telephone: 
01308 867406 

MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA ----    DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH     
Our Branch Regalia stock is managed by Richard Cyster  and is available at clubnights and our outdoor 

events. (The illustrated stock list is shown on the website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk) 

Badges       £   8.50  

Puzzles       £ 12.00  

Mugs         £   5.99  

Money Boxes       £   5.00  

Notebooks       £   1.00  

Traveller Money box     £ 12.50  

Small cars       £   1.50  

Large Cars       £   3.50  

Diaries        £   1.75  

Yesteryear' DVD's     £   3.50  

Club DVD's       £   3.00  

Club Keyrings       £   1.00  

Keyrings       £   1.99  

Windscreen car labels   £   1.00  

Calendars      £   1.50  

Six pack greeting cards  £   7.00  

Single cards       £   1.35  

Large Cards       £   1.50  

Placemats       £   4.99  

Postcards of Corfe     £   0.50  

Sweatshirts       £ 14.00  

Fleeces     £ 20.00  

Hats         £   8.50  

Printed by: Adding Value Solutions Limited 
2 Friars Workshop, The Friars, Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, TD8 6BN 

M : 07768 653017 T : 0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001 
E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk  - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk 

S.G.A.Motors 
Car Restoration 

M.O.T. Repairs 
Car and light commercial, 

Welding, Body and Spray work, 

Servicing and Mechanical Repairs. 

Tel: 01425 479117  Mobile: 07879 991152 

Rear View  Rear View    
‘Nekid’ lady spo�ed at Dorset MMOC Rally when 

it was a bit warmer! 

The ‘new’ Woodmobile! 
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Dorset Branch of the Morris Minor Owners Club 

Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the  Dorset area 

and beyond 

The MMOC Dorset Branch  

was founded in 1977 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch of the National 

Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Constitution for further details) We meet 

on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway Lane, BH8 

0AA. We have an active calendar of events throughout the year – particularly in the Summer months when we 

attend many rallies and other shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other enthusiasts and 

enjoy a presentation or other activity organised by the Committee.  

 

Membership currently costs £10 per year,£12.50 for joint membership.  

Please ask Branch Secretary if you  require a copy of the Dorset Branch Con-

stitution. (Also available on website.) For more details contact Laurie Blewer on  

01202 522673 or John Jenkinson on 01202 576690  

Advertising: Cars or spares for sale or wanted £5 per entry 

(Free to members). Traders advertisements: £30 per year. 

FRONT COVER FRONT COVER FRONT COVER FRONT COVER     
Sorry about the ‘redaction’ of Phil Traves’ number plate (MBO 145) 
in the photo. This is not an attempt to maintain anonymity on his 
very nice Series II Traveller which is featured on pages 10-11, just 

a bit of ‘Photoshop’ to remove something in the foreground 

Committee Members 2011Committee Members 2011Committee Members 2011Committee Members 2011----2012:2012:2012:2012:    
 

President: Graham Jarvis (07856 918136) 
Chairman: John Jenkinson (01202 576690)  

Secretary: Laurie Blewer (01202 522673, 07947 525884) 
Treasurer: Jacky Wood (01202 573501).  

Membership Secretary – Des Waller (01202 573403) 
Events Organiser/H&S Supervisor – Neville Gerry (01202 

747687) 
Newsletter /Website Editor: Brian Wood (01202 573501) 

( brian@dorsetmmoc.co.uk ) 
Non Committee posts: 

Raffle Coordinators: Chris Tilly and Val Palmer 
Spares Manager: Brian Wood (01202 573501) 

Regalia Manager: Richard Cyster – (01202 526660) 
Catering Executives:  -Sue Blewer, Lyn Gerry 
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Norman J.Kimber 
D.S.A. Approved Driving Instructor 

Full theory training given 

Pass Plus Scheme Available 

Discounts for MMOC Club members 
Tel 01202 779092  Mobile 07889 461262 

(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events) 
 
27th December – Mistletoe Meander. 

2012 
4th January—Clubnight (Name the Object Quiz) 
1st February—Clubnight (Blind Auction) 
18th February – Dinner and Dance – Elstead Hotel (NOTE NEW DATE) 
24th February—Skittles v 2CV Club at Bloxworth Hall. 
7th March—Clubnight (Hobbies Evening) 
13th March (Tues) Inter Club Quiz v MG Club (et al) at Hamworthy Club 7:30pm 
4th April—Clubnight  (TBA) 
May 12th-13th Breamore Working Weekend 
19-20th May—Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
7th July – Ferndown Carnival 
8th July – Dorset Branch Rally – Avon Heath Country Park 
19th August—Bournemouth & Poole MG Club show at Athelhampton 
31 Aug—2 Sep—Isle of Wight weekend (IoW Branch) 
23rd September Breamore Steam Up (last one) 

2013 
18th-19th May Beaulieu Spring Autojumble (MORRIS CENTENARY EVENT) 

Forthcoming Evens Forthcoming Evens (see also www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)(see also www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)  

Annual Dinner & Dance Annual Dinner & Dance (18th February)(18th February)  

Li�le Canford Garage Ltd. 

We specialise in all aspects of car repairs (ask for Colin) 

98 Wimborne Road West, 

Wimborne, 

Dorset, BH21 2DS, 

li�lecanford@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 01202 883243 or 01202 886980 

*Servicing (classic and modern) 

*MOT s (inc. Class IV & VII) 

*Car Repairs 

*Car Diagnos0cs 

(discount on MOT’s for Club Members) 

BOSCH SERVICING 

CENTRE 

Don’t forget the Dinner and Dance which is 

to be held in February. Bookings are a li�le bit low at the 

moment, so please can you make your inten6ons known 

as soon as possible and let’s have a good turn out. We 

have planned it in the quieter part of the winter so as to 

avoid clashes with other events—and it gives us some-

thing to look forward to when the events scene is a bit 

sparse. The cost is £25 per person (£26.50 for non-

members) and it will be  held at The Elstead Hotel in Knyveton Road. 
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Inter Club QuizInter Club Quiz  

We have been invited to take part in an Inter-Club Quiz 

on Tuesday 13th March at the Hamworthy Club. 

 

Dear Laurie, Bournemouth and Poole MG Owners’ Club 

(1020) will be hos6ng the 2012 quiz and would like to 

invite your club to enter a team. The quiz will be held 

at the Hamworthy Sports Club on Tuesday 13th March 

2012 at 7.30 pm for a prompt 8.00pm start. There will 

be a table charge of £2.00 per team, a raffle – dona6on 

of prizes would be most welcome and nibbles will be 

provided. We request that you limit your teams to a 

maximum of 6 players. If space allows you may enter 

more than one team but please let me know if you 

wish to do so as the room capacity is limited to 100. 

1020 look forward to welcoming you once again to this 

fun evening out. Kindest regards, Graham (Graham 

Lowe, Area Secretary, Bournemouth and Poole MG Owners Club) 
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January 2012January 2012  

CLUBNIGHT ACTIVITYCLUBNIGHT ACTIVITY::::    

Name the Object QuizName the Object Quiz  
Hosted by John BlakeHosted by John Blake    

The Dorset Branch Newsletter is published on the first Wednesday of the month and sent by 
post to paid-up members. It is also available for download from the Internet usually about 

10 days before the clubnight. 

Volume 15 Issue 3Volume 15 Issue 3  

  NEXT CLUBNIGHT ACTIVITYNEXT CLUBNIGHT ACTIVITY::::    

Blind AuctionBlind AuctionBlind AuctionBlind Auction    

Editorial 4444    

Editor’s In-Box 5555    

Secretary’s Report 6666    

Chairman’s Report 7777    

Motoring Memories by Vic Holyoak 8888    

Scooting Along by Dave Walker 9999    

‘Morrie’ The Full Story—by Phil Traves 10101010----11111111    

Welfare Officer and Hobbies Evening 12121212    

For Sale and Wanted 13131313    

Inter Club Quiz 15151515    

For Sale and Wanted 16161616    

Inside this issue….Inside this issue…. MMMMOOOORRRRRRRRIIIISSSS    MMMMIIIINNNNOOOORRRR    

OOOOWWWWNNNNEEEERRRRSSSS    CCCCLLLLUUUUBBBB    
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Hello everyone. Well, here we all 

are in 2012! Hope you all had a 

good end-of-year holiday and en-

joyed the fes6vi6es safely. Hopefully, the Mistletoe Meander 

went well. 

We bought another Minor at the end of November. It is a 1962 

Almond Green conver6ble (see back page). It is in condi6on ’2’ 

to ’3’ but s6ll has tax and mot. However…. there is an obscure 

problem with the back axle which causes it to rotate in the ’U’ 

bolts when you pull away. It would seem that the axle 

moun6ng brackets which are welded to the axle casing have 

been crushed!  Has anyone come across this in the past? I sup-

pose they get weakened with rust. I am trying to track down 

some new brackets  at the moment, but 

failing that, I will have a go at fabrica6ng 

them myself. I am planning to strip and 

rebuild the car in the longer term but may 

use it as it is for a while, if I can.  

Do you remember the discussion a few 

months back regarding the relaxa6on of 

MOT tests for classic vehicles? Then, the 

cut off date was 1965 (spliLng our mem-

ber’s cars 50/50!) Well, the Government have published another consulta6on document, 

but now the date is 1960. I would welcome your views on this, but I s6ll think it will be a 

‘bodger’s charter’ and may be abused. I have reproduced some of the text by the DfT (on 

page 5) which jus6fies it on the grounds that our current legisla6on goes further than 

required by the EU Direc6ves (EU Direc6ve on roadworthiness test 2009/40/EC—to be 

precise). To my way of thinking, it would be be�er to lop another 25 years off the cut-off 

date making all pre-war cars exempt. MoT’s on these vehicles are currently conducted 

with some ‘sympathy’ as I am sure members with these vehicles will confirm. 

The Accuspark igni6on components (Electronic igni6on sets and complete distributors) 

have done well in the Club Spares Department. We have now sold right out! If you have-

n't got yours yet, let me know, and if there are a few further sets needed, I will order 

some more. As ever, thanks to this month’s contributors to the newsle�er,  namely, 

Dave Walker, Phil Traves, Vic Holyoak and, of course the Regulars (John and Laurie)  

Brian 

Old AutosOld AutosOld AutosOld Autos    
Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condition 

BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781 
old_auto@yahoo.co.uk 

Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment 
970 Wimborne Road, Moordown B’mth BH9 2DF 

(next to A.J.Autos) 

MARKHAM GARAGE 
 

� 01202 522140 
168 MARKHAM ROAD, CHARMINSTER 
BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET, BH9 1JE 

 
SPECIALIST IN SERVICING & REPAIRS 
TO CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES 

 

EditorialEditorial  
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Please let me know if you no longer wish your ad to be included in the newsletter/website. Editor. 

The Branch Website has a 
‘Spares Shop’ which advertises 

(mostly) spares. Why not browse 
the bargains or send me an ad or 

two with a decent picture. 

New Morris Minor Spares are 

available through the club. 

The current list is posted on 

the website under the ‘New 

Spares’ tab. We hope to have a 

new spares table at the club-

night, so let me know if you 

need anything …. Brian. 

For Sale & Wanted & Club NoticesFor Sale & Wanted & Club Notices  

DORSET BRANCH 

SPARES 
 

January Special Offer 
 

CLUTCH LINKAGE KITS 
(separate parts cost £33.75) 

Kits normally £29.50 

OFFER PRICE £25.00 

 

Don’t forget that next month is the 

Blind Auc6on where we auc6on off 

items brought in by the members. 

The items should be wrapped so as 

to conceal their iden6ty—all adds to 

the fun! The money raised will be 

donated to our chosen charity for 

the year—which has yet to be decid-

ed. Last year we donated £300 to the 

Green Island Holiday Trust—so it was 

all worthwhile. 
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BULL MOTIF SPARES 
TEL/FAX:01386 831755 FAX/ TEL:01386 831716 

Email: bullmotif@btconnect.com 

Reardene Workshops, Cleeve Road,  
Middle Littleton, Worcs, WR11 5JR 

Mail order – same day despatch. Mention MMOC no. 

 

(Proprietor, Steve Foreman) 
Unit 25, Eastmead Industrial 
Estate, Lavant, Chichester, West 
Sussex, PO18 0DB, UK  Phone/
Fax: +44 01243 788660 

“At Woodies we specialise in the Morris 
Traveller but we can fabricate timber frames 
for all classic cars. We have completed many 

Morris Travellers over 30 years, as well as 
many other wood framed vehicles.” 

01243 788660 

www.morriswoodwork.co.uk 

Email:forwoodies@aol.com 

Honorary Welfare OfficerHonorary Welfare Officer  

 

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE. 

Specialist body repairs and paint-

work: Free estimates. All insurance 

repairs undertaken. Collection and 

delivery service. 

Low Bake Oven 

COLIN HUGHES 

Body Jig 

MIKE DREWETT 

UNIT 5, BROOK PARK, 27 BROOK ROAD, WIMBORNE, DORSET, BH21 

2BH. Telephone (01202) 887727 www.bodycare-arc.co.uk 

The Commi�ee have discussed the  possibility of appoin6ng an Honorary Welfare 

Officer for the Branch. We would like to appoint someone who has been a member  for 

long enough to know most of the membership reasonably well. The idea is that the 

post holder would be required to react to any bereavements or illnesses etc which 

befall Branch members and take appropriate ac6on in contac6ng them on behalf of 

the Branch and sending cards/flowers as necessary (at Club expense). If other ac6ons 

are believed necessary, then this can be considered at Commi�ee Level and approved. 

If anyone would like to be considered for this posi6on, we would be grateful if they 

would step forward and make themselves known!, Thanks. 

Hobbies EveningHobbies Evening  
We are having a Hobbies Evening at the March Clubnight. 

We haven't done this for a while now, so we thought we 

had be�er explain what we do. Whilst we are all ‘fana6cal’ 

about Morris Minors (aren't we?), many of us also have 

other hobbies which we are equally (or more) enthusias6c 

about. So if you have something—preferably a collec6on 

or display perhaps you could bring it along to the clubnight. Anything goes really (as long as it 

doesn't scare the horses) - let’s see what an interes6ng bunch we are. Last 6me we did it, we 

had photography displays, model collec6ons, an6ques, ladies compacts, mirrors etc etc.  
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DAVID SMITH MOTORS 
Est 1978 

21 TELFORD ROAD, FERNDOWN, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

WIMBORNE, DORSET 

BH21 7QS. TEL: 01202 871858 

MoTs Cars & Motorcycles 

ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES WELCOME 

Parts made or 
repaired for Clas-
sic Vehicles 

3, Telford Road,  

Ferndown Industrial Estate, 
 Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7QN. 

Tel: 01202 871143 

Fax: 01202 897045 

MOT Consulta0on Document (extract)  

The Government believes that the pro-

posed exemp6on will reduce regulatory burden on owners of historic 

vehicles, meet its Reducing Regula6on agenda and the desire to re-

move unnecessary burdens.  It will also bring the age of vehicles re-

quiring the statutory MoT test in line with The Goods Vehicles (Pla6ng and Tes6ng) 

Regula6ons 1988, which already exempts unladen pre-1960 manufactured Heavy 

Goods Vehicles from the roadworthiness test. 

Two-thirds of pre-1960 licensed vehicles (vehicles manufactured prior to 1 January 

1960) are driven less than 500 miles each year.  This is significantly less than the 

9,000 miles driven on average by all licensed vehicles. 

Whilst the pre-1960 licensed vehicles made up about 0.6% of the approximately 

35.2m licensed vehicles in GB in 2010, they were involved in just 0.03% of road casu-

al6es and accidents.  The pre-1960 licensed vehicles are largely well maintained by 

their owners.  The ini6al MoT test failure rate for these vehicles in 2009 was less 

than 10%, whilst the ini6al MoT test failure rate for post-1960 licensed vehicles was 

over 30%. 

The consulta6on will run un6l 26 January 2012.  Copies of the Consulta6on Docu-

ment have been placed on the Library of the House. Further copies are available on 

the DfT website at www.dV.gov.uk/consultations/dft-2011-27.  Depending on com-

ments received and the Department’s response, amendments may be made to regu-

la6ons. 

Editor’s InboxEditor’s Inbox  

Brian. Received the December Newsle�er this morning and noted that Derek Shearman 

was looking for books and details about Jowe�.  In 2003 The Crowood Press  

(www.crowood.com) published a book  "Jowe� Javelin and Jupiter - The Complete Sto-

ry", same series as Ray's book on the Minor.  It was wri�en by Geoff McAuley and Ed-

mund Nankivell and is ISBN 1 86126 562 X; both authors have extensive experience 

with the models and the book also men6ons the early history which con6nues up to 

cessa6on of produc6on in 1954 and beyond  It includes a Buyers Guide. 

It may be out of print, but check with Crowood or with second hand book dealers.  It is 

not the same size as Ray's Minor book, it is smaller at 10" x 8", runs to 175 pages and 

has many photographs etc. Seasons Gree6ngs to you all,   Sandy Hamilton. 
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DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS  

Car MOTs £39.95 
Morris Minors (Members only) £35.00  

Forge Garage  
(now incorporating Winton & Moordown MOT Centres) 

GENERAL SERVICING AND MOT’s 

Call: 01202 528 667 

Book your MOT test on-line at: 
www.forgegaragebournemouth.co.uk 

Secretary’s ReportSecretary’s Report  

Good evening and welcome to the first clubnight of 

2012. Tonight, we are very grateful to John Blake for 

arranging the “Name the object” quiz for us. Next 

month will be the blind auc6on for this year’s chari-

ty which has yet to be decided upon. 

I hope you all enjoyed the Mistletoe Meander last 

month and that the weather was kind to us for that 

event. I will write more about that in February’s 

newsle�er as we haven’t done it at the 6me of 

wri6ng!! 

Please can you all get your bookings in for the Dinner and Dance on 18
th
 

February at the Elstead Hotel to Jacky as soon as you can. We will really 

need to know our numbers by the end of this month. 

The Devon weekend is filling up nicely but there are s6ll a couple of rooms 

available if you would like to come along. The Royal Glen Hotel really is a 

lovely hotel and there is always plenty to see and do around the Sidmouth 

area. It would be good if we could get more than a couple of Minors in the 

car park this year though! It’s not that far to go and the Minor can do the 

trip easily. We always take the Traveller down. 

When John and I were at Beaulieu for our last mee6ng they informed us of 

a couple of events they will be holding this year which may of interest to 

you. They will be holding a special event for any 1950’s vehicles over the 

weekend of the Queens Diamond Jubilee in June and an event called Simply 

Classics on 26
th
 August. This one is for any classic car. We took the Traveller 

along last year and it was a very enjoyable day out. 

That’s about all from me for this month so Happy New Year to you all. 

Laurie. 
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1
st
 Owner Joseph Henry Leaves    Splo�, Cardiff   1956-58 (Approx) 

2
nd
 Owner ?                                      Wales then Ringwood, Hampshire 1958- 64 (Approx) 

3
rd
 Owner Gordon Harold Moore Ringwood, Hampshire  1964-83 

4
th
 Owner Auto Service Garage    Wimborne, Dorset   1983-84 

5
th
 Owner Jane Bowles                   Parkstone, Poole, Dorset  1984-85 

6
th
 Owner Phillip Traves                 Parkstone, Poole, Dorset  1985-92 

7
th
 Owner Colin Edwards               Boscombe, Dorset   1992-1995 

8
th
  Owner Ian Simpson                  Hare Hatch, Reading, Berks  1995-1996 

9
th
 Owner Joan Denny                    Ashley, Windsor, Berks  1996-1999 

10
th
 Owner Joe Joyner                    Salisbury, Wilts   1999-1999 

11
th
 Owner James Worth               Christchurch, Dorset   1999-2000 

12
th
 Owner Paul Hockey                Parkstone, Poole Dorset  2000-2000 

13
th
 Owner Phillip Traves              Bournemouth, Dorset  2000-present 

So I am the 6
th
 and 13

th
 owner and the car went up country and back again, a true hom-

ing Minor! 

When Morrie was 50 in 2006 I took him off the road for the first 6me and he had a re-

build. I took the wood off the back to replace the ro�en sec6ons, he had new wings 

and a re-spray and I was very pleased with the result! 

In July 2010, while driving home from work, a 17 year old drove into the back of Morrie 

and pushed him into the car in front who had a tow bar! Morrie was low loaded home 

and later in the week wri�en off! Luckily for me it was a Category C, which means he 

was repairable, so aVer a payout from Footman James I set to work repairing the 

woodwork and having a new end fi�ed! 

I was delighted to receive 2
nd
 Best Series II Traveller at the MMOC Na6onal Rally this 

year (2011) 23 years aVer the last na6onal I had a�ended! 

I use Morrie most days as he is my main car, driving a Morris as a 43 year old is brilliant, 

the insurance is cheap and it is so much fun!           Phil Traves. 

 

(A great li�le story, Phil, thanks for that. It’s good to see such a historical rela�onship 

with the car—and with a happy ending too a�er the poten�ally terminal ‘crunch’ - Ed) 
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The Story of ‘Morrie’ by Phil TravesThe Story of ‘Morrie’ by Phil Traves  

 
1956 Series II Morris Minor Traveller MBO145 
Car Details 

My Morris Traveller was registered on 8
th
 February 1956, chassis no FLE11/401075   

A deluxe model in Empire Green, with the original leather seats, overriders and heater 

The rear doors are original, with lovely wild grain, but they are much thinner than they 

were with over 50 years of being scraped down and re-varnished. The ash over the rear 

wings has been replaced with other sec6ons being restored and kept. 

I was told the older Traveller woodwork lasts longer as the wood was air dried, by the 

mid 1960’s the ash was kiln dried and didn’t last so long 

It is on it’s 4
th
 engine and 4

th
 gearbox with a 1098 unit now fi�ed. The car has done over 

250,000 miles 

Car history 

I bought the car in 1985 

when I was 16 from a 

friend, Jane Bowles, the 

original 803 engine had ex-

pired and was in the back! 

He cost £250 and was chris-

tened, “Morrie”. AVer a 948 

unit was fi�ed an mot was 

obtained and my 17
th
 birth-

day arrived, so driving les-

sons started. I passed my 

test later that year in Mor-

rie. I a�ended lots of Morris 

Minor rallies with the Dor-

set Branch and won the first 

prize Series II Traveller at Knebworth Park in 1988. 

By 1992 I had moved and needed a bigger car; Morrie needed a new floor but he s6ll 

looked good, so I sold him to a chap for £2,000, and regre�ed it ever since………. 

9 years later, mid 2000 my dad spo�ed MBO145 driving near him in Bournemouth, he 

followed Morrie and spoke to the driver. I arranged to meet the new owner a few days 

later and 4 months aVer that, I bought Morrie off him for £2,000. 

Well, how excited was I? The car looked the same but a bit 6red and dull, he had a new 

floor, inner wings, engine and gearbox with bills of over £4,000. 

A few things had been changed and I wondered what had happened to the car in the 

intervening 8 years as there was no paperwork with the car. 

I wrote to DVLA and this is what came back from their data base star6ng in the 1970’s. 

The first and second owners were not on the database, but I remembered the first own-

er’s name!  
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Chairman’s ReportChairman’s Report  

Welcome to the January Clubnight.  I hope you all 

had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. The 

Jenkinson Family went to the Durley Chine for 

Christmas lunch and spent Boxing Day at home. It 

was nice to see a good turnout for the Mistletoe 

Meander run on 27th December. I hope you all 

enjoyed the fish and chips—thanks to Lindsay and 

Mark for the catering du6es.  

Also don’t forget to book your dinner and dance 6ckets at the Elstead 

Hotel on the 18th February. I would like to thank John Blake for the 

Name the Object Quiz at the Clubnight. Don’t forget to bring all your 

goodies and unwanted presents from Christmas for the Branch Charity 

Blind Auc6on night in 

February. If you are not 

sure what the Hobbies 

Night is all about, ask 

one of the Commi�ee to 

explain (or see page 12 - 

Ed). We are looking for 

new ideas for the Branch 

Regalia shop for this 

year. Please let us know 

if you see anything suita-

ble you might like see in 

our stock. 

Also we would like some 

new adver6sers for the newsle�ers 

to help keep the costs down.  

That’s all for now, so to my Com-

mi�ee and the Branch Members—a 

Happy New Year to you all. John. 

BRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEME 

You may be aware that the branch receives a financial 
rebate according to the numbers of national MMOC 
members who attend the monthly clubnights. We there-
fore need to update our records so that we can take ad-
vantage of this scheme. Please would you advise Des 
Waller (or any Committee Member) of your MMOC mem-
bership number and renewal date and make sure that 
you sign the attendance sheet at the clubnights.   Thank 
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The first car my parents could afford (that I can recall) was a 

Jowe� shoo6ng brake, similar to a Morrie ‘woodie’—a metal 

cab with 6mber frame and hardboard body, bullet style side-

lights and 2 tractor style headlights with double filament 

globes giving high and low beams. It had a twin cylinder engine 

horizontally opposed, the heads for the cylinders were either 

side of the engine block ,6 or 8 studs held the head on. So cyl-

inder head gasket replace was a piece of ‘p’ (well you know!) It 

was a two door car with seats for 4, with me being the young-

est; some6mes had to move to the rear sec6on  behind back seat back if others were to be 

carried. We had some very funny adventures in that car, like the 6me my brother was 

learning to drive. He took dad and I to 

the local pub for Dad to pick up his 

daily allowance of 2 pints of mild 

beer.  Well, nego6a6ng into the car 

park of the pub meant going up the 

drive which had a slope. He missed a 

gear and stalled the engine,  restart-

ed, engaged the correct gear but the 

car wouldn't drive. A half shaV had 

broken causing loss of drive. We got 

flat towed home, pulled out the bro-

ken shaV, removed the diff for clean-

ing and re-installed only to find we 

had 4 reverse gears and 1 forward 

gear ! You know what had happened 

of course. Another 6me it was Christ-

mas 6me and very cold and one of our neighbours needed a tow start for his car. My broth-

er (now licensed!) offered to help.  He took our car to the stranded car while the neighbour 

a�ached the tow rope and then got into his car for the task. They took off - my brother 

leading and geLng up speed, when the neighbour let his clutch up, he pulled the back of 

the shoo6ng brake off the car! He'd put the rope on the bumper bar not the chassis. We 

rebuilt the body, repainted with Tekaloid paint which was as good as ever. Happy days. You 

can’t do that with the plas6c ones of today. Hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a safe 

new year.  

(Thanks for that one Vic. We believe you are an ‘ex-pat’ and the Jowe� experience occurred 

in Blighty. I found the photo of the Jowe� Shoo�ng Brake on the interweb—hopefully accu-

rate. (Mustn’t mislead anyone!) Has anyone else got any early motoring memories for the 

newsle�er? - Ed) 

Motoring Memories Motoring Memories (Vic Holyaak DMMOC 399(Vic Holyaak DMMOC 399--Tasmania)Tasmania)  
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Some people in the Club may know 

that I had to have an opera6on on my 

hand and was told to keep away from 

working on cars un6l the s6tches were 

out and I was given clearance that all 

was well. As cars were ‘out’ I decided 

to have a go at one of the scooters, 

actually a 1956 Lambre�a LD150. I 

needed to go through the electrics, 

which I did and then clear the fuel sys-

tem as it had not run for some 6me. At 

some stage it had received some fuel 

tank sealer, presumably to seal the 

light rust coa6ng inside the tank. I 

could not get any fuel to flow so removed the tank. Compared to a Minor tank the LD one is 

small, only one and a half gallons. On removing the 

tank I could hear things ra�ling inside so upended it 

and removed the stale fuel. The pictures show the 

story. The sealer had come away from the inside of 

the tank, some had broken into small pieces but oth-

ers were in large sheetlike chunks about 4mm thick in 

places. Some came out easily but others were too 

large to come out of the filler neck. I managed to 

"catch" them with long nosed pliers and using some 

good sharp side cu�ers nip pieces off. It took about 4 

hours to remove it all and the picture shows how much actually came out. 

The Lambre�a is a two stroke but I haven't heard of standard two stroke oil breaking the 

adhesion. Presumably it is the "modern" petrol. Just something else for us to consider when 

we can't get fuel to come through on the Moggie. Oh by the way I was given clearance on 

the hand today so I can go back to the cars. You don't think that I was dealing with the hos-

pital's instruc6ons too literally do you?   

(No Dave, we don’t think so; they didn't men�on scooters did they? So long as you don’t try 

and ride it too far you’ll be fine. If I remember correctly, you have to do the clutch and 

gearchange with your le� hand which is not easy at the best of �mes. The photo, by the way 

is not Dave’s but a ‘typical’ one (compliance again!). It looks like you gathered a fair bit of 

‘toffee’ out of the tank; as far as I know, the ‘slosh’ tank sealants require a fairly difficult and 

precise cleaning and pre-treatment process in order to be successful. You could be right 

about the modern petrol, though since the increasing ethanol content does give a proven 

’boost’ to corrosion of the metal fuel system components.—Ed.) 

Scooting Along Scooting Along (Dave Walker DMMOC 46(Dave Walker DMMOC 46——  St.Leonards)St.Leonards)  


