Rear View

duU serious? v

1r|_'t or not, this was recently advertised for sale in Lanarkshire on a well known auc-
b site. It said that the engine and gearbox was included. (I think that’s it in front of
a .fIQ be fair, it does say it is in need of “Full Restoration. (No, really?) The biggest
h, however was the asking price of £1,500. (I think it was a spoof!)

MORRIS MINOR REGALIA - DORSET BRANCH

Our Branch Regalia stock is managed by John Jenkinson and is available at clubnights and our outdoor
events. (The illustrated stock list is shown on the website www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)

Morris Coasters £ 0.50 single Cards (not Morris) £ 1.35
Mugs £ 3.00 Single Cards £ 1.35
Large Morris Hangers £ 15.00 Large Cards £ 1.50
Small Morris Hangers £ 9.00 Postcards of Corfe £ 0.50
Polo shirts £ 15.00 Sweatshirts £ 14.00
Small Models £ 3.75 Money Boxes £ 5.00
Model Van (Morris) £ 3.50 Fleeces £ 20.00
Beaulieu Clocks £ 5.00 Hats with light £ 10.00
Dorset Ice Scraper £ 0.50 Grille Badges £8.50
‘Zoodies’ £20.00 DMMOC Key Rings £ 3.00
Waterproof Coats £ 15.00 Weather Vanes £39.50

m nic) Q@ Printed by: Adding Value Solutions Limited
J" S . 2 Friars Workshop, The Friars, Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, TD8 6BN

M : 07768 653017 T : 0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001
E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk
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The MMOC Dorset Branch

was founded in 1977 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch
of the National Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Consti-
tution for further details) We meet on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the
Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway Lane, BH8 0AA. We have an active calendar of events
throughout the year — particularly in the Summer months when we attend many rallies and other
shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other enthusiasts and enjoy a presen-
tation or other activity organised by the Committee. Please note that the Dorset Branch MMOC
will accept no liability in respect of goods or services provided by advertisers. No recommendation is implied.
Membership currently costs £10 per year,£12.50 for joint membership.

Please ask Branch Secretary if you require a copy of the Dorset Branch Constitution. (Also available
on website.) For more details contact Laurie Blewer on 01202 522673 or John Jenkinson on 01202
576690

Advertising: Cars or spares for sale or wanted £5 per entry (Free to members).
Traders advertisements: £30 per year.

Forthcoming Events (see also www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2013-2014 (01425 476634)
Newsletter /Website Editor: Brian Wood
President: Graham Jarvis (07914 637429) (01202 573501)
Chairman: John Jenkinson (01202 576690) (brian@dorsetmmoc.co.uk)
Secretary: Laurie Blewer (01202 522673, Non Committee posts:
07947 525884) Raffle Coordinators: Chris Tilly and Margaret
Treasurer: Jacky Wood (01202 573501). Pateman
Membership Secretary - Des Waller (01202 Spares Manager: Brian Wood
573403) (07411 116336)
Events Organiser/H&S Supervisor - Neville Regalia Manager: Richard Cyster
Gerry (01202 747687) (01202 526660)

Product Development Mgr: Brian Ford Catering Executives: -Sue Blewer, Lyn Gerry
Welfare/Technical Adviser: Eddie Pateman

FRONT COVER

The 1960’s garage display at the Beaulieu ‘Moggyfest’ display at the Spring Au-
tojumble was well received! (photo courtesy Roger Kellow)

Dorset Branch of the Morris Minor Owners Club
Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the Dorset
area and beyond

2015

28-31 May— Bournemouth Wheels Festival

31st May—Classic Cars on the Prom (Christchurch Quay)

3rd June— Clubnight—Antiques Evening— hosted by Phil Traves

7th June— Wessex Car Show—Breamore, Fordingbridge

14th June—North Wilts MMOC Branch Rally

14th June-Hampshire Rally, Bursledon Brick Museum

14th June—Classic Cars on the Prom (Highcliffe Rec—Wharncliffe Road, BH23 5DA,11am-5pm
20th June—Sandleheath Summer Fete. (Rockbourne)

20th June—St Edwards School Summer Fayre. 11:30-3:00

21st June—Classic Cars on the Prom (Christchurch Quay 11am-5pm)

1st July— Clubnight—Skittles at Bloxworth

4th July—Burton Scout Carnival- Burton Rec, Martins Hill Lane.

5th July—Classic Cars on the Prom—Highcliffe Castle (plus Road run to Pier)
10-12 July—DORSET BRANCH RALLY

18th July—Holdenhurst Fayre

19th July—Classics at Sherborne Castle LAST CHANCE TO BOOK

19th July—Poole Bay Classics, Breamore, Fordingbridge.

1-2 August— By-Gone Days—Brooklands Farm, S.Gorley, nr. Fordingbridge

2nd August—Lymington Rotary Show

5th August—Club night Gardening Competition

7,8 & 9th August —Purbeck Rally

8-9th August—Morris Vehicles Association Rally—Thoresby Pk Nottinghamshire
15-16th August—Forest Fayre with Steam, Brockenhurst.

23rd-August - Mid Summer Saunter—Meet at Avon Heath—Road run 10:30 depart for Clas-
sic Cars on the Prom (Christchurch Quay). Finish at Dave & Jackie Walker’s (High Tea)
30th August Brockenhurst Carnival and Fun Day, Brockenhurst College.

2nd September —Clubnight—Pub Quiz

5-6th September —Isle of Wight MMOC Rally, Havenstreet Railway, IOW.

5-6th September—Beaulieu International Autojumble

19-20th Sepbember-Holnest Country Fayre

20th-Sep—Classic Cars on the Prom (Christchurch Quay)

7th October—Clubnight AGM

28th December—Mistletoe Meander

2016
January 9th—Dinner and Dance, Liston Hotel, Boscombe

(Don'’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)
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BRANCH REBATE SCHEME

You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate according to the numbers of national MMOC members
who attend the monthly clubnights. We therefore need to update our records so that we can take advantage of this
scheme. Please would you advise Des Waller (or any Committee Member) of your MMOC membership number and
renewal date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at the clubnights. Thanks.




For Sale & Wanted & Club Notices

June 2015

MORRIS MINOR OWNERS CLUB
Volume 18 lIssue 7

‘ Please mention where you saw the ad when you respond, thanks ‘

Branch Spares has the improved
2-stage bonnet stay (right) which
allows the bonnet to be raised
almost vertically! On special offer
£25 each to Branch Members
only. (£27.50 normally) (Postage-
add £2.00)

BOSCH We have now | ’V | I“Side this issue....

soldallthe BERU  WANTED: pair of early road wheel

coils and now

CLUBNIGHT ACTIVITY.
Antiques Evening by Phil Traves

have some rims (series 11) 4.5” PCD. Tony Dorey Editorial 4
BOSCH ones 07952 982510 9/5/15 L 5
which are dorey.tony@googlemail.com Editor’s In-Box

£30 each from

Branch Spares Secretary’s Report 6

ORIGINAL CLASSIC PLATES (IS ;
FOR YOUR MORRIS MINOR S "

Front Plate

' i ’ 12
“It’s nice to know that someone Chairman’s Report
does a plate that fits the back .
of a Morris Minor. It’s a lovely For Sale and Wanted (and Club Notices) 14

plate and the service was ver
prompt. I'm very pleased wit Rear Plate Forthcoming Events 15

the finished result”
e Rear View & Branch Regalia 16
Morris Minor Owners Club, Dorset Branch prs A

Our Morris Minor plates are specially designed with radius corners to fit the rear
aperture of a Morris Minor. All our embossed aluminium plates are handmade
using traditional methods, stoving enamels and decades of experience.

NEXT CLUBNIGHT—Skittles at Bloxwoth

C ‘AN An/a . . )
| Q f/' D J/ \ The Dorset Branch Newsletter is published on the first Wednesday of the month and sent by
// -/j ’ post to paid-up members. It is also available for download from the Internet usually about

10 days before the clubnight.
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Editorial

Well, Beaulieu seemed to go down well a couple of weeks ago. If '
you missed it, you missed a good one. It was well attended and
the weather behaved itself. Rev. Stuart Timbrell did one of his
witty talks at the Saturday evening meal in the Brabazon which
was very entertaining. Can |, on behalf of the committee thank all
those who attended and hopefully had a good weekend. Also
grateful thanks to all the willing helpers from the branch who
mucked in and helped shift the lorry load of gear in and out of the
marquee and manning the various activities over the weekend.
Then there were the tea ladies, Lyn and Sue, our ‘Sparky’, Ron
and last but not least, Roger who produced, erected and disman-
tled the wonderful backdrops which added so much to the dis-
play. Well done to everyone. We did get a few messages of thanks and these are printed in
this newsletter. Thanks everyone, for your kind words.

Did you all know you no longer need your Counterpart Driving Licence as from Monday 8th
June? In the relentless drive to store everything about us on line, the green paper bit with all
your endorsements and penalty points will no longer be used and can be destroyed. The
pink card now does the job on its own. BUT if you still have an old paper licence dating from
before 1998 —don’t destroy that! You should still be able to get access to this information at
www.gov.uk/view-driving-licence. | have tried it and it works, but | suppose that those with-
out computer access are once again at a slight disadvantage.

Editor’s In-Box

Thank you for the good organisation and the
wonderful stay in Beaulieu! We hope we see
you again next time. Kind regards Frank und
Nele from Germany

Quick note to say many thanks for organizing
The Moggie Fest we had a most enjoyable day
on Sunday. Good atmosphere & good weath-
er. So thank you to you & the rest of your
Branch for all the hard work. Hopefully we will
be able to get to your branch Rally this year.
Tony & Beryl Walker

Hi, See CCW this week, nice picture and re-
port. Many thanks for a super weekend, we
really enjoyed it, so nice to see so many folk
not seen for a long time and the weather
couldn't have been better. Cheers, Rosie &
Sandy Hamilton.

ZZAND OVER GARRERIGESE
AND SHUTTERS TR

KINSON TYRE SERVICE

Garage Door Repairs, New & Used Garage Doors
Supplied & Fitted in Dorset, Hants, Wits & Surrey

Qaﬁank on []T949 9133?3 or 01202 523334

Lok

01202 573698 / 576653

1469 Wimborne Road Northborne Bournemouth BH10 7BQ
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CHARLES WARE'S
MORRIS MINOR CENTRE

www.morrisminor.org.uk

RESTORATION SPARE PARTS

MOT, Repairs, Comprehensive
Service, Welding, range for all makes
Body, Paint & Trim and models

Sales: (0117) 3003 754 Parts: (0117) 3003 753
20 Clothier Road, Bristol, BS4 5PS
morris.minor@charleswaresmmc.co.uk

BOSCH SERVICING

Little Canford Garage Ltd. e

*Servicing (classic and modern) 98 Wimborne Road West,
*MOT s (inc. Class IV & VII) Wimborne,

*Car Repairs Dorset, BH21 2DS,

*Car Diagnostics littlecanford@yahoo.co.uk
(discount on MOT’s for Club Members)

Tel: 01202 883243 or 01202 886980
We specialise in all aspects of car repairs (ask for Colin)

| Precision Clutch
Components

Sales: Simon Davis, Shaftesbury Road,
Henstridge, Templecombe, Somerset,
BA8 OPP

SAMPLE PRICES: Rebuilt/
Exchange clutches for Minor
£65 (948cc) £65 (1098cc)

Tel: 01963 362484 Fax: 01963 364146
E: precisionclutch@aol.com
www.precisionclutch.co.uk

i ecialists
rance Approved
Restoration Work

Resprays

r

O

Unit 23 Dawkins Road,
Hamworthy Industrial Estate
Poole, Dorset BH15 4JY

«

o
[
o
2
>

o
o

-

!

www.nidor.co.uk

Z 01202 671741
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FOR SALE: best price secures : 1 x Front Grill
Panel 1 x Left Front Fibreglass Wing 3 x Left
Front Metal Wing 1 x Right Front Metal Wing
1 x Right Front Fibre Glass Wing 1 x Left Rear
Metal Saloon Wing 1 x Right Rear Metal Sa-
loon Wing 1 x Saloon Boot Lid 3 x Bonnet 3 x
Gearbox Floor cover 2 x Left Side Front Door
1 Diff 948. Gordon 01305 260844

We have obtained some new Minor 1000 door
pulls for sale to Branch Members at the favoura-

ble introductory price of only £7.50 each.
These are available in four colours: Green, Blue,

Black and Grey (as shown). (Branch Spares)
(*Currently £11.88 from ESM and £10.78 from Bull Motif)

WANTED
By collector: Dinky,
Corgi, Spot-on
Hornby, Wrenn and ‘N’
Gauge
Phone Steve—01202
575447

ESM MORRIS

MINORS

ESM - Partners with & distributors for
Morris Minor Centre (Bath) Ltd
Est1982

www.morrisminors.com

Old Factory Buildi hurst Road, , Wadhurst
E.Sussex, TN5 7DU. Parts: 01580 200203
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Chairman’s Report

Good evening and welcome to June Clubnight. Just got in from the Chairmans run to Tyneham Village.
We had a good run after a full English breakfast at the Craft Centre. We then set off to Tyneham with
good weather and the talk by Paul the Ranger was very interesting so thanks Paul. We then went on to
Terry’s barn to inspect his collection of Morris’s in different stages of repair. | think some of them have
passed their sell by date! Beaulieu weekend was a
great success with a great turnout of Morrises on
1 both days. The display in the Marquee by Roger and
—— all the members was the best we’ve done so far.
Also thanks to the members that helped out includ-
IE ing the tea ladies for the tea, coffee and biscuits.
The meal on Saturday evening went well consider-
g ing the club had booked the restaurant at Bealieu.
We enjoyed the talk by the Rev Timbrell—perhaps
we could do it again next year. The trip to London to
. .. see the Trooping of the Colour is all set to go with
Gardenlng ComPEtltlon the coach, hotel and seats all booked and paid for. The
next big club event is the Branch Rally on July 10-12 at
Avon Country Park—so book in as soon as possible as we are tight for space this year. Ruth has offered
to do the Bric-a-Brac stall,
so if you have some good
quality items to be sold,
please bring them along to
the show.
Good motoring, John.

The Gardening competition is back for the August Clubnight, Au-
gust 5th 2015,s0 here are the classes for this year:
Flowers: (1) Dahlias: One vase of three blooms any variety
(2) Sweet Peas: One vase of five stems any variety
(3) Fuschia: One potted plant any size
(4) Mixed Flowers: One vase of any mixed flowers
(5) Potted Plant: One potted plant any type
Vegetables:  (6) Runner Beans: One set of three beans
(7) Potatoes: One plate of five one veriety
(8) Tomatoes: Plate of five cherry type
(9) Tomatoes: Plate of five medium to large
(10) Cucumber: One of any type or shape
(11) Onions: One plate of five onions or shallots
Fun Class:

(12) Any mis-shaped vegetable

T K ) Old Autos
D ————————————————
' @ Llrl) Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condition
WINDSCREENS BOUGHT AND SOLD

Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781
old_auto@yahoo.co.uk
Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment
Southfields Farm, Church Ln, W.Parley, BH22 8TR

CAR & COMMERCIAL GLAZING
WINDSCREENSY', REAR SCREENSY', GLASS REPAIRSY', SCRATCHESY', BODY GLASSY, MARINE v/
Call today for a FREE Quotation
07971 956297 01202 534191
www.topmarkwindscreens.co.uk email:info@topmarkwindscreens.co.uk
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Editor’s In-Box (continued)

Hi! I just wanted to say how much | enjoyed
Moggyfest and Beaulieu last weekend and
commend the club for all the effort that was
put into the organisation of the showroom,
manning the stand, the evening meal and the
super Reverend speaker and all the others
things that went on behind the scenes. Well
done and keep up the good work!! Thanks
David McCullough.

Hi Laurie and Brian. On behalf of all
IOWMMOC members who attended the Beau-
lieu Moggyfest, can | please pass on my thanks
and appreciation for all your efforts. It really
was a great event, especially the Dealer’s
showroom. The paintings must have taken an
age. May | especially thank your members for
your help in getting us away early, it was much
appreciated. Malcolm and | were booked on
the 19:15, the next available ferry after official
leaving time, but were able to get the 16:15.
Having been up at 04:30 it would have made a
very long day. Anyway, thanks once again for
a wonderful day, Dave Gilliam.

Dear Laurie, Many thanks for sorting out our
entry to Moggy Fest. We had a lovely day, the
autojumble is quite amazing! It was good to
see so many Morris Minors and associated
vehicles. We counted about 100 MMs—very
impressive. Thank you so much to the Dorset
branch for organising the event, it was very
much appreciated and | hope it will continued
for next year. Best wishes for a pleasant sum-
mer. Pru Reffell

WWW.Morriswoodwork.co.u

(Proprietor, Steve Foreman)
Unit 25, Eastmead Industrial
Estate, Lavant, Chichester, West
Sussex, PO18 0DB, UK Phone/
Fax: +44 01243 788660

“At Woodies we specialise in the Morris
Traveller but we can fabricate timber frames
for all classic cars. We have completed many
Morris Travellers over 30 years, as well as
many other wood framed vehicles.”

Dorset branch once again excelled over the
weekend and put on a brilliant display.Please
pass on my congratulations to the rest of the
organising committee. Bryan Gostling .

Just to say what a successful event this was -
as always it was very well organised and the
BMC showroom display was most impressive.
Well done to all concerned for the hard work!
Nick Odell

Hi. Thank you and the Dorset Branch for very
good weekend and it was nice to see old
friends again. All the best, Dave Authers
(Devon Branch)

Hi Brian, What a fantastic weekend - once
again the Dorset Branch excels. | had a great
time, enjoyed every minute. Super picture of
The Garage in Classic Car Weekly. Thanks for
having me , the Dorset Branch goes from
strength to strength. Regards Dave Holton
(and Ernie the van)

Many, many congratulations to you and all
members of the committee, who, together
with your willing band of helpers created
such a wonderful display at Beaulieu. | heard
many people praising the display. The whole
weekend was thoroughly enjoyable. We are
certainly blessed to have such creative ability
and dedicated enthusiasts amongst us. Thank
you and congratulations once again.

Peter Coates

New Morris Minor Spares
are available through the club. The cur-
rent list is posted on the website under
the ‘New Spares’ tab. We can also order
other items for you—usually saving the
postage cost.
Brian. 07411 116336

DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER June 2015
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Secretary’s Report

Good evening and welcome to the June clubnight. | hope you all
enjoyed the talk last month on the history of the dodgems. To-
night we welcome Phil along again for another of his “Antiques
Roadshow” evenings.

Well that’s Beaulieu over again for another year. This years Mog-
gy Fest was a rip roaring success with over 150 vehicles in attend-
ance over the 2 days. Many thanks to the Morris Register for
putting on an excellent display of pre-war Morris vehicles. We
were delighted to welcome Richard Lee, the MMOC chief con-
cours judge, and his wife, Christine to Beaulieu. We had 12 vehi-
cles in the concours competition, almost a record, meaning that a 2" judge had to be called in
who drove all the way down from Sheffield. Our marquee display looked fantastic and was
much admired by everyone who saw it. Do bear in mind though that the display took virtually 2
days to put together! We have received lots of emails and phone calls thanking us for the
weekend.

Our next big event, of course, is the Dorset Branch Rally. Don’t forget that this year it is a pre
booked event only so if you haven’t entered you will have to park in the public car park. Please
get your entries in to me ASAP.

There are lots of other events to enter this year. | have been asked to organise a display of cars
at the Holdenhurst Village Fete on 18" July, please let me know if you can come. We are going
to have a club stand at the Classics at the Castle at Sherborne Castle on 19" July. So far we have
11 cars for our stand so please let Jacky know tonight if would like to attend too.

I hope you all enjoyed the Chairman’s Run to Tyneham village and Kimmeridge and the Bourne-
mouth Wheels Festival. We were unable to attend either of these as we were in sunny Spain.

| think that’s enough from me for this month, so until next time,

Happy Minoring, Laurie.

Bodycare

Specialist body repairs and paintwork: Free esti-
mates. All insurance repairs undertaken. Collection
and delivery service.

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE.
Low Bake Oven Body Jig
COLIN HUGHES MIKE DREWETT

UNIT 5, BROOK PARK, 27 BROOK ROAD,
WIMBORNE, DORSET, BH21 2BH. Telephone
(01202) 887727 www.bodycare-arc.co.uk
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An engineer could not find a job, so he opens a clinic and puts a sign outside that says: "Get

Treatment For £50, If Not Cured Get Back £100 ".

A doctor thinks this is a good opportunity to show up the engineer and earn a quick £100. And

s0 he visits the clinic.

Doctor: "I have lost my sense of taste" .

Engineer: "Nurse, bring the medicine from box no 22 and place 3 drops in the patient's

mouth" .

Patient (doctor): spits out the medicine and says "this is not medicine, it's petrol".
Engineer: "congratulaitons.. You have your taste back ..that will be £50".

Doctor gets annoyed, and returns after several days to recover his money.

Doctor : "l have lost my memory and can't remember a thing" .

Engineer : "nurse, bring medicine from box no 22 and put 3 drops in patient's mouth".

Doctor: "this medicine is for the Sense of Taste" protests the doctor.
Engineer: "congratulations. Your memory is back.. ..that will be £50".
Doctor leaves, but after several days angrily returns for one last try.
Doctor: "My eyesight has become weak" .

Engineer : "Well | don't have any medicine for that. Take this £100 ".
Doctor : "but this is £50 note".

Engineer : "Congratulations, your eyesight has got better. ..that will be £50".

Chairman’s Run to Tyneham 2015

The Chairman’s Run to Tyneham village

was held Sunday 24th May. We met up at
Lytchett Craft Centre and had a look
around the deserted village of Tyneham
with the resident guide, Paul. New mem-
bers, Lyn and Peter Hool (right) joined us
with their rather nice 1952 Series Il Con-
vertible.

DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER June 2015



MOGGYFEST 2015

Those of you who attended the event will already know that it was a great weekend with good
weather, good company and lots of Morris Minors! Just in case you were not there, here are
some of the photos of the event.

Photos courtesy of: Tracy Chivers, Rosie Hamilton, Roger Kellow and Editor
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‘A-Z’ of British Industrial Legacies—Roger Kellow

Once again we re-visit our 1960,s Earls Court London Motor Show guide concentrating within the A
-Z section under those exhibitors listings at the time. Company names of component and accessories
often very familiar to most Morris owners both then and now.
Following 'C' for Champion last month, we now look under 'D' - and here is the name DUNLOP.
A theme already in this series, has been instances of an early connection with cycles and cycling
accessories. Many of these famous component manufacturers and even certain car model
names having evolved from that early and original connection with the cycle industry. Including
none other than William Morris himself with his own early cycle building business experience !
Now who had you, dear reader, always understood to have actually invented the pneumatic tyre ?
Alas, slightly more complicated perhaps as we later discover. (Which one person invented television?
may be a similar scenario !)
In 1887 John Boyd Dunlop's very young son was riding his solid tyred tricycle over very uneven cob-
bles of their yard in Ireland. The child demonstrated clearly and complained that it was very difficult
and uncomfortable to make any real progress with his solid tyres - This set his father’s mind thinking!
J B Dunlop, originally from Scotland, after vetinary training became an extremely successful qualified
Vet, having set up practice in Belfast, (becoming one of the largest in Ireland) as the story goes
he took some of his rubber animal bandage strips and wrapped them around the child's tricycle
wheels in turn and then managed to inflate them with air.This resulted in a dramatically smoother
ride (also much faster, to the boys delight) over the rough surface.
Ureka! exclaimed Mr Dunlop this idea 'must' be worthy of a patent, excited at the prospect of
soon producing cycle tyres commercially with his friend and then later business partner Harvey Du
j Cros.
J B Dunlop retired from being a successful Vet in
1892 as they set up a company, The Pnuematic
Tyre & Booths Cycle Agency, starting modestly in
Belfast and then more robustly in Dublin in 1890.
To John Boyd Dunlop's disdain, his original patent
granted in 1888 for the invention of the pneu-
matic tyre was cancelled within 2 years because a
- fellow Scotsman named Robert William Thomp-
son had proved he already had patents for
the invention, naming his inflatable tyres
'Aerial Wheels' earlier in 1845, followed by pa-
tents in France and the U.S.A. in 1846 and 1847.
Thompson though, apparently did not appear
. to be very interested in developing his own
pnuematic tyre ideas seriously further.
John Boyd Dunlop however did extensive-
ly work on improvements (later to win refined
design patents) recognising the great potential at
that early time for an improved cycle tyre. This
was indeed proved to be the case as every cycle
race then on, appeared to be won when using his
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= -1 new pnuematic tyres fitted to race machines. Road cycles were
: then very soon being fitted with the pneumatic tyre as the norm.
DUNLOP Over this same time scale, mention must also be made of Charles
; Goodyear who particularly in America has similarly been most
backs Bl‘ilain's often regar_ded as the inven'For of the first pneumatic tyre. In fact
he was an important early pioneer who successfully perfected the
process of rubber vulcanisation, for which he obtained a specific
patent in Nov 1844. It is coincidental that just like our J B Dun-
lop he also had his patent legally withdrawn within a few years in
& : favour of another inventor , a Thomas Hancock who successfully
BeE o v T claimed that he had invented rubber vulcanisation first with a
British patent just 8 weeks earlier in Jan 1883 !
J B Dunlop' decided, in 1895, to suddenly opt out and sell all his
interests with his refined -design patents to his business partner H Du Cros after various business diffi-
culties apparently for a very modest fee.
(J B Dunlop resulted in not personally making any great financial gain from his early pioneering ideas
and work with inflated rubber tyres.)
Du Cros himself then decided to capitalise and sold up a year later to British financier Terah Hooley
for 3 million. During this phase of ownership a 1903 a Dunlop advertising notice is shown describ-
ing a French competitor (Michelin) threat of infringing Dunlop’s design patents .
Later in the early 20th century the company became 'Dunlop Rubber' (in fact Dunlop car tyres only
started being made in 1900 after J B Dunlop’s retirement, but incorporating his basic design concept)
'Dunlop Pneumatic Tyres', 'Dunlop Rubber' and 'Dunlop Industies' etc. progressed in to one of Brit-
ains first 'multinationals' with a very large company structure (then many re-structures and owners)
becoming too complex than space here permits to list.
Dunlop at one time also owned 60,000 acres of overseas rubber plantations.
The architecturally iconic 'Fort Dunlop' giant factory building built on a 400 acre site at Erdington Bir-
mingham commenced in 1916 and opened in 1917.
In 1946 an advert confirms that Dunlop’s major strength will help to "Back Britains (post WW2) Recov-
ery".
By 1954 Fort Dunlop employed 10,000 workers and at one time was claimed to be the largest factory
in the world. Dunlop ceased as a British owned company in 1985 being bought by Sumitomo Rub-
ber Industries (Japan) Perhaps just another familiar story an original British famous name compa-
ny - in this case with large scale tyre production at Fort Dunlop completely wound down and the
famous brand then transferred to sites in other countries (Dunlop today includes production in
France and Germany).
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Dunlop of course also became an iconic name within
motor racing with the famous advertising image 'The
Dunlop Arch' identified in the past with Donington Park
and in several other international motor circuits around .
the world.

The Dunlop brand name in general evolved into numer-
ous famous specialist divisions, Dunlop Sports Goods, ¢
Slazenger etc.. Dunlopillo, Footwear and clothing etc &
and various specialist automotive divisions plus agricul- [
tural divisions etc.

The debut of the Morris Minor in 1948 at the Motor Show Earls Court , was received, with very com-
plementary terms by the motoring press . Just one of the 'new' highlighted features reported on at
the time was the new 14" dia pressed steel wheels specially commissioned for the Minor from The
Dunlop Wheels and Rim Division.

Dunlop tyres of course, (size 5.00 -14) were fitted to this 1948 new 'star model' of the show.. Subse-
quent production run of Morris Minors had Dunlop cross ply tyres factory fitted as standard and
much later with the Minor 1000 (post 1968 models) having an option of Dunlop SP 145-14 radial
tyres. ' British made 'Dunlops' probably assumed to be accepted as an obvious quality integral part
of any new Morris Minor ordered at the time.

Various other essential rubber moulded
parts made by Dunlop Automotive
Mouldings were factory fitted and Dunlop
Underseal application was an 'optional
extra' for many years.

The famous Fort Dunlop giant facto-
ry building survives today, modernised
- and still  proudly retaining John Boyd
Dunlop's original surname. The very last
Dunlop tyres were lastly produced in a
small corner of the site for vintage motor
cycles up until 2014.

The whole site has undergone total re-
furbishments including one of the largest
rooftop lawn areas on any building, creating a unique nature reserve in an urban area, together with
the already established office space units, a hotel, innovative leisure and recreational facilities, retail
units, restaurants etc.etc.

Sumitomo Rubber Industries. have negotiated since with their long established business associates
Goodyear Tyres and today we have "Goodyear - Dunlop " (Goodyear Tires, Buffalo State, America)
being the parent company)

Two famous names together (a brand instantly recognised today) of those intrepid early inventors
sharing an original design concept. Mr Dunlop's (and Mr Goodyear's) legacy has evolved into the
highly technical modern pneumatic tyre, produced in vast quantities worldwide, designed to transport
us as safely as possible on our many journeys.
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(Article research material and images courtesy, www Graces Guide )
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