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BRANCH REBATE SCHEME 
You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate according to the numbers of national 
MMOC members who attend the monthly club nights. We therefore need to update our records so that 
we can take advantage of this scheme. Please would you advise the Membership Secretary of your 
MMOC membership number and renewal date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at 
the club nights.  Thanks. 

Old Factory Buildings, BaƩenhurst Road, Stonegate, Wadhurst 
E.Sussex, TN5 7DU. Parts: 01580 200203 

www.morrisminors.com 

 Precision Clutch 
Components 

Sales: Simon Davis, ShaŌesbury Road, 
Henstridge, Templecombe, Somerset, 
BA8 0PP 

Prices on applicaƟon 
Tel: 01963 362484 Fax: 01963 364146 
E: precisionclutch@aol.com 
www.precisionclutch.co.uk 

 

1469 Wimborne Road Northborne Bournemouth BH10 7BQ 

01202 573698 / 576653 

Old Autos 
Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condi-

tion 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781 
old_auto@yahoo.co.uk 

Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment 
Unit 1 & Compound C Parley Wood Business 

HOUSE/GARAGE CLEARANCE, VEHICLE RECOVERY 

FAIR PRICE CLEARANCE SERVICES 
FPCS 

COMMERCIAL/HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTIONS  

CONTACT: STEWART:07950 114960 

Or email:infofpcs@aol.com 

Any DIY jobs need doing? Around the 
house? Things need fixing? PainƟng or 
Ɵling. PaƟos, small garden walls. 25 yrs 
experience. Can turn my hand to most 
things, Dan 07464424007 
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Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the  Dorset area and beyond 

The MMOC Dorset Branch  
was founded in 1980 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey BaƩ. It is a Branch 
of the NaƟonal Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisaƟon (see ConsƟ-
tuƟon for further details) We meet on the Second Monday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the 

Bridgehouse Hotel Longham BH22 9AN. We have an acƟve calendar of events throughout the 
year – parƟcularly in the Summer months when we aƩend many rallies and other shows. The 

monthly Club night is an opportunity to meet the other enthusiasts and enjoy a  
presentaƟon or other acƟvity organised by the CommiƩee.    

Membership currently costs £15 per year—£20 for joint membership.  

Dorset Branch MMOC  Key Contacts  

COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS  
Chairman  
 
 
Secretary  
 
 
 
Treasurer  
 
 
Branch Membership  
Sec. 
 
 
 
Spares 
 
 
 
Editor 
 
 
Karon Brown 
(Health and Safety) 
 
Hon. President 
John Jenkinson 

 
 
Laurie Blewer 
01202 522673 
Laurie.Blewer@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

Ian Chivers  
07779581837 
ian.chivers@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

                                                      
Jacky Wood  
01202 573494 
 
 
Brian Ford  
07502161535 
brian.ford@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 
 
 
Brian Wood 
07411 116336 
brian.wood@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 
 
Peter French 
dmmoceditor24@yahoo.com 
07849618482 
 
sandkbrown@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
01202 576690 

NON COMMITTEE 
VOLUNTARY 
POSTS  
 
Raffle  
Coordinators  
 
Branch Insurance 
Consultant 
 
Gardening Comp 
Sub-commiƩee 
 
New Post 
CreaƟve Design 
Consultant. 
  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Chris Tilley & 
Margaret Pateman 
 
David Walker 
 
 
Sue Cooper 
MarƟn Harris 
 
 
Roger Kellow 

   
 
 

 
 
 

Front Cover 
Then and Now. 

Laurie our chairman's 
latest acquisition with a 

full local history 

*Print Deadline* to ensure inclusion for any 
item within August EdiƟon please:- 

20th August2025 
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Indicator Stalk Repair Kit 
We can supply a new indicator stalk end to replace broken ones which 
house the green repeater light. £6 each 

Spares Dept 

Cars or Spares for sale or Wanted ,entries  are Free to club members or 
£5 per entry for non-members . Traders  display adverts in newsleƩer 
from £30 per year subject to size. 

Most of you will be aware that the Branch has had it's own Mor-
ris Minor Spares Department for quite a while now. It conƟnues 
to do well and returns a reasonable surplus to club funds every 
year. So it would appear to be a relevant and useful part of the 

Dorset Branch acƟviƟes. Please try to support it when you can. I can usually bring 
your orders along to the Branch MeeƟngs (or other acƟviƟes - if I am going to 
them!). We also have at least one annual 'ouƟng' for the spares tent, usually at 
Beaulieu and our Branch Rally where you can buy your bits. Don't forget also that 
most parts can be bought from us with a 10% discount. We can also get larger 
items delivered directly to you ,but someƟmes postage charges  apply.  Brian 

Reverse Light Switch Update 
I had a chat with ESM at the NaƟonal Rally and 
they are invesƟgaƟng the possible manufacture 
of the switch bodies (possibly in India!) I am sƟll 
hopeful that we can come up with something as 
it takes me a whole aŌernoon to make just one! 

3D Printed/LED interior 
lights 

 
Just a couple of these leŌ 
now, only £22.50 to club 
members. (Late type only) 
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Events 

57 Morris Minor factory converƟ-
ble, complete re-build 1993.   

1098cc engine, garaged since 2022.  
£5,950 ono. (for quick sale) 

Located in Bournemouth 
Tel 01202 557757 

barreƩ.susan@talk21.com 

Don’t forget WovercroŌ runout will start at  
11:00 Saturday 16th August 

 D.M.M.O.C. Organised Events. 
  2025 events 

11-Aug Club Night Gardening Event 
16-17 Aug Branch Rally WolvercroŌ 
23-24 Aug Henstridge Wings and wheels 

08-Sep Club Night Charity Talk 
13-Oct Club Night A.G.M. 

Page 3 

 

 

DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER  August 2025 

CLUBNIGHT –  11th August 
‘Gardening Competition 

In This Months Issue...  

MORRIS MINOR OWNERS CLUB       
       

Dorset Branch  Members-It’s Your  Magazine - It’s Your Club !                                                                   
**The Editor encourages and welcomes any wriƩen contribuƟons - parƟcularly 
loaned (or emailed) photos please of topical interest, from the branch members 
suitable for inclusion. 
 *Please submit , if possible ,any material or  adverƟsing maƩer,  within 10 days prior to the next  
monthly  club night date .   (*Inclusion within the next available  published  newsleƩer  is  subject to   
space,  as it approaches the next  respecƟve monthly   publishing  deadline.   The Dorset Branch 
MMOC will accept no liability in respect of goods or services provided by adverƟsers : No recommen-
daƟon is implied : Any views  expressed or advice given  within the newsleƩer is offered in good faith 
and no liability is accepted by the Dorset branch or the MMOC for any  consequences  arising  from 
following such material.  

                   REGULARS         SPECIAL  FEATURES  

Pages 4&5 News from the commiƩee Pages 6&7  News from Wales trip. 

Pages 12 &13 LiƩledown Miniature Railway Pages 8&9  Remedial Welding 

Pages 11 Netley Marsh report Pages 10 Trip to Stewarts 

Pages 15 Spares Pages 14 Events for sale 
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News From Your Committee 

Laurie:- 
As many of you would have seen I have now acquired another car.  
As the weather has been glorious lately it has given us all the op-
portunity to visit a variety of shows and fetes in the surrounding 
areas. With the Holdenhurst fete being one of my favourites . I 
arrived late as I had to work Saturday but the rest of the family 
were fully ensconced on a very hot day. So good to see so many of 
our members there with their cars. My new car was taken down 
by Dad and it was it’s first real ouƟng, it did have a fuel leak early 
on but again Brian Wood sourced the relevant repair items to 
make it serviceable again.  As always the villagers made us very 
welcome and the food was great at the village hall. 
With the annual gardening show being held on club night I hope 
that the weather has not stopped a bumper crop of veg and flow-
ers being on display. WolvercroŌ will soon be upon us and the 
camping bookings are filling up don’t forget to noƟfy Jacky Wood if 
you are staying. The Saturday run out will begin at 11:00 and we 
have already explored the route . 
I know that it seems like it has just finished but plans are well un-
derway for next year’s Beaulieu Moggyfest. Watch this space, as 
normal volunteers are always welcome to help put on this event. 
Brian Ford :- 
 As you may be aware I have been laid up for some Ɵme with a leg 
problem. Pauline has had to chain me down so that the recovery 
process can happen. It has been frustraƟng and we missed the trip 
to Wales that looked fabulous  we were so disappointed. Pauline 
allowed me Ɵme to rub down the hand painted  van a laborious 
job but quite saƟsfying. Pete F came around and helped prep the 
Rover for aucƟon we will be sad to see it go what a fabulous car. 
Brian Wood :- 
The spares are now back to their normal levels and I can see by the or-
ders coming in everyone is feƩling their cars ready for the drive outs 
planned for the summer. Currently the bonnet high liŌ stays are in short 

(ConƟnued on page 5) 
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Littledown Minature Railway  
And B.B.Q. 
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Littledown Miniature Railway  
And B.B.Q. 

Well it was meant to rain and thunder storm but the weather gods were 
kind to us. 
We descended once again to admire the trains  at LiƩledown Miniature 

Railway club.  
David MarƟn organised 
the event and all the own-
er drivers gave us a great 
Ɵme riding the trains as 
many Ɵmes as we liked. 
Dave B.B.Q. king also was 
head chef  fed the mem-
bers who had booked. 
Steve and Karon Brown 
also hosted the liquid re-
freshment side  and gener-
ously brought along a vast 
array of  adult and soŌ 
drinks for us . 
Brillant evening big thanks 
to Dave, Diane and the 
LiƩledown Miniature rail-
way club for hosƟng us 
once again. 
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News From Your Committee 

supply but I'm expecƟng new batches soon. (Now available—Ed) 
I went with Jacky to Wales we went in the converƟble and so glad we did 
as it was so hot. We covered about 800 miles. I took a variety of spares 
including a half shaŌ. Did we need them NO!!!!. All we had were a few 
screwdriver tweaks for all the cars Brilliant. I might need to get some 
more brake shoes in as we might have a run on them from the other 
members who went to Wales. Pete and I will hopefully be giving a fuller 
run down of our adventures in January. 
From Ed. 
The club’s van had a big run out to Wales driven by Ian and Tracy . 
We were able to off load some of the larger items into it. He 
seemed to go well and had only a minor problem with Ɵck-over  
which is now cured.   
We sƟll need more arƟcles for the club newsleƩer. Your interests 
and acƟviƟes with your cars is always of interest to other club 
members go on give it a go. Ed 
Karon. 
As the oldest car to go on the Welsh trip we were slightly appre-
hensive as to how the converƟble would cope.  
Well what a pleasant surprise up hills and down valleys she kept 
up well with no hiccups . So glad we had a converƟble the weath-
er as menƟoned was very hot. Even Steve's infamous hat of the 
day was a trial.  
Lucky for us we had a hot tub at the accommodaƟon 
Jacky and Brian  
With the exploits in Wales now completed we are both now fo-
cussed on WolvercroŌ and the clubs rally. If you wish to camp 
please let me know as soon as possible. The garden centre has 
been contacted and Laurie is ensuring the essenƟal faciliƟes will 
be available. Peter and Brian will be collecƟng more unwanted 
spares and will be off to Barton on Sea to collect them. We will 
have some spares at WolvercroŌ and we will be having some sec-
ond hand parts for sale as well. We are now just praying to the 
weather gods for it to stay fine. 

(ConƟnued from page 4) 
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D.M.M.O.C.  
Invades North Wales 

 As you will be aware we have been planning our trip to 
Wales for some Ɵme. Unfortunately Brian and Pauline Ford 
were unable to make it due to unforeseen circumstances. 
Dave Edbrooke stepped up and took their place at very short 
noƟce he brought his lovely pickup . Ian Chiver’s Traveller 
was  also sidelined due to metal faƟgue so the club van was 
commandeered so that Tracey and Ian could come along 
with a Morris. In January we will be holding a presentaƟon 
showing the full extent of our exploits but here is a small 
taster for you. Biggest surprise was that we had the hoƩest 
week that the locals have seen ever, to drive around this 
stunning country. Pictured below our accommodaƟon look-
ing out over Dolgellau and Cader Idris 

 
 
The picture 
below was 
taken by 
Steve on the 
bridge by 
my old Hotel 

(ConƟnued on page 7) 
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Netley Marsh 

Joy and I went to Netley Marsh Steam fair on the Saturday the 26th July. 
The show runs for three days and what a lot is going on . 
 As Dorset Steam has now stopped this seems to be the place where 
they are all going . Lots of cars, bikes, steam, lorries and steam in acƟon 

along with arena shows and craŌ 
tents etc.  
Some images from our visit. 
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Back to the Fuchsia  
a trip to Stewarts Nursery 

We all met up at Basket and Blooms Parley for Breakfast or just for the 
run to Stewarts Garden centre Broomhill. 

The Lauries turned up for breakfast and to show the newly restored four 
door . 
At Stewart’s we gathered for a tour of the greenhouses and to hear from 
MarƟn Stewart all about the history of the garden centre. We then had 
cream tea . Thanks to John Jenkinson and all the staff at Stewarts . 
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D.M.M.O.C.  
Invades North Wales 

By the beauƟful lake at the Tyn y Cornel Hotel . 

We were given the privilege to park on the Talyllyn railway 
staƟon famed for being where the Rev Audrey drew inspira-
Ɵon for the Thomas the Tank books.   
More to follow in Jan. Ed 

(ConƟnued from page 6) 
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Sometimes Remedial  
action is required 

As Morris owners we know how reliable the cars are. However, they do 
suffer from the Ɵn worm and when found remedial acƟon is required 
swiŌly to stop the spread. 
My Traveller TRX I found needed some new metal on the chassis leg . 
Now who you goner call? yes Terry.  Terry House is  the renowned welder 
and guru on all things Morris and also has a vast number of cars and 
some unique versions also , remember the shooƟng brake that he dis-
played on our stand at Beaulieu. 
 Now Terry can be hard to get hold of, busy people usually are, but aŌer a 
visit to assess the required remedy for my car a date was set but first I 
had to strip down the front end of the Traveller. 

 Next when Terry arrived we had to sort out 
the prioriƟes . So cake and Tea. Joy had 
made him his special cake to meet his die-
tary requirements . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suitably fuelled,  the fun could 
begin. To make life as easy as pos-
sible we needed the car as high in 
the air as is safe. Four axle stands 
and plenty of wood the car was 
secure enough that our slender 
frames could get under the car 
and also allow the cuƫng and 
welding to be done in a safe man-
ner. Oh by the way it was very hot 
on the day we started. 
 
 

(ConƟnued on page 9) 
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Sometimes Remedial  
action is required 

The passenger side was the only area 
that needed work and before you say it 
the chunk of wood is only keeping the 
brakes out of the way. 
Now it would take me two days of look-
ing at and further numerous measure-
ments to align old and new metal yet 
alone welding without distorƟng the car. 
No Terry uses string and chalk and he 
has the experience to mould the car back 
into shape. 
 

So between us, I mean Terry 
and me providing sustenance 
we chaƩed and put the world 
to right and before long the 
Traveller was back as she 
should be. Highly recommend 
Terry for a colourful day and 
his experƟse is second to 
none. 

As the front end was off it was an 
ideal Ɵme to replace the Ɵming 
chain , renew all the hoses and re-
placed the front bushes.   
We also decided to remove the 
front anƟ roll bar as I'm not into 
racing and we both didn't see the point. I now have a anƟ-roll bar for 
sale. 
Pete Ed 
 
 

(ConƟnued from page 8) 


