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Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the  Dorset area and beyond 

The MMOC Dorset Branch  
was founded in 1980 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey BaƩ. It is a Branch 
of the NaƟonal Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisaƟon (see ConsƟ-
tuƟon for further details) We meet on the Second Monday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the 

Bridgehouse Hotel Longham BH22 9AN. We have an acƟve calendar of events throughout the 
year – parƟcularly in the Summer months when we aƩend many rallies and other shows. The 

monthly Club night is an opportunity to meet the other enthusiasts and enjoy a  
presentaƟon or other acƟvity organised by the CommiƩee.    

Membership currently costs £15 per year—£20 for joint membership.  

Dorset Branch MMOC  Key Contacts  

COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS  
Chairman  
 
 
Secretary  
 
 
 
Treasurer  
 
 
Branch Membership  
Sec. 
 
 
 
Spares 
 
 
 
Editor 
 
 
Karon Brown 
(Health and Safety) 
 
Hon. President 
John Jenkinson 

 
 
Laurie Blewer 
01202 522673 
Laurie.Blewer@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

Ian Chivers  
07779581837 
ian.chivers@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

                                                      
Jacky Wood  
01202 573494 
 
 
Brian Ford  
07502161535 
brian.ford@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 
 
 
Brian Wood 
07411 116336 
brian.wood@dorsetmmoc.co.uk 
 
Peter French 
dmmoceditor24@yahoo.com 
07849618482 
 
sandkbrown@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
01202 576690 

NON COMMITTEE 
VOLUNTARY 
POSTS  
 
Raffle  
Coordinators  
 
Branch Insurance 
Consultant 
 
Gardening Comp 
Sub-commiƩee 
 
New Post 
CreaƟve Design 
Consultant. 
  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
Chris Tilley & 
Margaret Pateman 
 
David Walker 
 
 
Sue Cooper 
MarƟn Harris 
 
 
Roger Kellow 

   
 
 

 
 
 

With our Major event of the 
year completed . 

The news letter gives a  
flavour of what happened. 

*Print Deadline* to ensure inclusion for any 
item within July EdiƟon please:- 

30th June 2025 



Page 3 

 

 

DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER  June 2025 

CLUBNIGHT – June 9th 
 

In This Months Issue...  

MORRIS MINOR OWNERS CLUB       
       

Dorset Branch  Members-It’s Your  Magazine - It’s Your Club !                                                                   
**The Editor encourages and welcomes any wriƩen contribuƟons - parƟcularly 
loaned (or emailed) photos please of topical interest, from the branch members 
suitable for inclusion. 
 *Please submit , if possible ,any material or  adverƟsing maƩer,  within 10 days prior to the next  
monthly  club night date .   (*Inclusion within the next available  published  newsleƩer  is  subject to   
space,  as it approaches the next  respecƟve monthly   publishing  deadline.   The Dorset Branch 
MMOC will accept no liability in respect of goods or services provided by adverƟsers : No recommen-
daƟon is implied : Any views  expressed or advice given  within the newsleƩer is offered in good faith 
and no liability is accepted by the Dorset branch or the MMOC for any  consequences  arising  from 
following such material.  

                   REGULARS         SPECIAL  FEATURES  

Pages 4&5 News from the commiƩee Pages 6&7  Moggyfest behind the scenes 

Pages 12&13  Candid pictures Pages 8&9  The cars the star. 

Pages 14&15 Graham trial by judging Pages 10&11  Speakers and trophies 

Pages 16&17 Winners and judges Pages 18 Sponsors 

Pages  19 Detritus or lovely stuff Pages 20 & 21 Events 

Pages 22 more events Pages 23 New ownership 
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News From Your Committee 

Laurie:- 
Well it seems a long Ɵme coming and then suddenly its over. 
Blessed with good weather the turn out was huge for  Moggyfest 
show plus the autojumble. A heart felt thankyou to all who helped 
put on this event, and especially Beaulieu and all it’s wonderful 
staff who went out of their way to accommodate us and we are 
very lucky to have this as our venue. I could name names but I'm 
sure to miss someone so a huge thankyou for all who helped in no 
maƩer what categories all your help which you give freely is very 
much appreciated by the club. But let’s not forget the cars are the 
stars. 
Roger:- 
For the first Ɵme this year I had brought along my newly acquired 
pod caravan. 
This enabled me to be on site at Beaulieu far quicker than normal. 
Laurie and I dressed the marquee with the help of the “DMMOC 
logisƟcs team” as I think we should call them. Smashing to see 
L.C.V.s being used in the way they were intended. During the show 
we had many guest speakers who gave a varied insight to our cars 
and the Beaulieu Museum we are indebted to them for sparing 
Ɵme to pass on their wisdom and views to the classic car scene. 
Brian Ford :- 
Apart from the small problem with my gearbox! What a great 
event, I helped around the site with Pete and Spud setup and 

break down. I am so pleased that the 
vans were used in this way. You may 
have seen my spotlight that I scratch 
built for the display. It was big! Roger has 
passed it on to a charity I am sure he will 
report on this and how it is being used. 
Brian Wood :- 
PreparaƟons began well in advance to 
stock up on the items which sell well at 

(ConƟnued on page 5) 
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News From Your Committee 

Moggyfest and then doing a stocktake to replenish supplies aŌer-
wards we had a couple of busy weeks. Big thanks to the rest of 
the team Ian and Ethan, without them it would have been pande-
monium. Thanks also to logisƟcs team everything got there and 
back in one piece—fabulous effort. We had an increase in parts 
being sold so in that respect we go from strength to strength. 
From Ed 
I have shown what we carried out in my separate arƟcle . But 
there are some unsung heroes Chris Tilley and her team manning 
the Tombola and raffle an essenƟal part in generaƟng club funds. 
The parking marshals arriving early with a smile on their faces en-
suring we are all parked safely. Nev geƫng the urns turned on so 
that hot drinks are ready from 7am.  
Karon. 
Like the group the floaters Steve and I are lucky that we can assist 
in most areas of the Moggyfest show. Steve helps with the spares 
and marshalling and also helps me when I'm on drinks duty 
Jacky and Brian  
With the increase in numbers at the show it was important that 
we ensured that we complied to all the correct rules governing 
shows. One added item was that we had to note all staff helping 
to ensure they were covered for insurance purposes.  Big thanks 
to Lewis, my gate helper. I normally have Laurie as well but he 
was transferred to the main Church entry gate normally manned 
by Craig and Phil. Ethan took over the breakfast duƟes and Sue 
Cooper and Karon (with others) on distribuƟon duty -  great effort 
when it is cold first thing. I would like to thank the tea ladies, who 
manned the Lyons Tea corner throughout the weekend. 
We as always have a wash up meeƟng aŌer the event we do ex-
plore where we succeeded but also where improvements could 
be made. As always your commiƩee is always open to any sugges-
Ɵons regarding Moggyfest or any other club acƟviƟes. 
 

(ConƟnued from page 4) 
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Moggyfest Behind The Scenes 

As you can imagine events do not just happen, it takes a lot of planning 
discussion and commitment to put on such an event, and also remember 
it is all carried out by volunteers whose sole aim is to ensure everyone 
has a good Ɵme. 
Planning for next year is already underway . 
2024 Moggyfest concluded on a high and we had to come up with a 
theme that we could build around for 2025 and so Morris Pre 1956 and 
the war years seemed apt as we would be commemoraƟng V.E. day in 
the same month. 
Beaulieu, as normal would be our venue so it was important that all phas-
es of the planning and layout met with their approval as we are their 
guests . We had an iniƟal planning meeƟng with Beaulieu early in the 
yeare. People were tasked, designs were finalised, meeƟngs were had 
and we all now knew what we needed to do. From Mugs, window sƟck-
ers, entry forms and set design it was all coming together. The Monday 
before the show our marquee was erected ahead of Ɵme - this was great 
as it gave us an extra day. So Tuesday set up began:- first get every thing 
we needed over to Beaulieu, I have menƟoned before that we would try 
using the clubs L.C.V. van  this year and also Spud Taylor pick up, plus 
Brian Ford’s  van. 
Now truthfully I did not know if it would all fit in or in 
fact if the club’s van could pull Roger’s trailer. I drove 
to Roger’s to meet Laurie and discover what Roger 
needed transporƟng. Step one was to mend Roger’s 
trailer.  Laurie and I soon discovered that the brake 
lights were not funcƟoning. We mended them . 
Next disaster Brian's van had a major failure the gear-
box was kaput. Now we are down to two vans. Our 
van towed the trailer to Dave and Jacky Walker’s 
where they look aŌer all our bits and bobs in the club 
shed. Spud Taylor was waiƟng when I got 
there. We then began re-arranging the trailer 
and Spud’s van and we were away to Beaulieu 
to unload and set up. 
Wednesday Brian had discovered that a gear-
box tooth had broken—but luckily he had just 
rebuilt a gearbox  so was going to fit it ASAP. 
Brian met us at Beaulieu and we  then began 
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Moggyfest Behind The Scenes 

the erecƟon of our own Marquees and ancillary gazebos. AŌer laying out 
the electrics we called it a day and went home.. 

Thursday overnight we agreed that Brian should stay home and try and 
fix his van. So Spud, Sue and Joy in our Traveller went and carried on with 
the setup. Laurie and Roger  were seƫng up displays as cars would be 
arriving soon to be located into the main marquee. We are lucky that we 
have friends from other clubs and one such person is MarƟn Stoker , Mar-
Ɵn kindly delivered cars for us 
and all this in between his nor-
mal job.  We transported club 
spares on Thursday as Brian 
and Jacky would be in aƩend-
ance from Thursday onwards to 

oversea this operaƟon . The club van brake 
light switch gave up and Terry House soon 
fixed that. So Friday cars start arriving Jacky 
was ensuring all insurance requirements 
were covered and we went into final set up 
mode. Show closes and as instructed we 
have to be off site Sunday evening so four 

days setup has to be removed in a few hours. Brian’s van was not ready 
so ‘Superman’, Dave Walker arrives with his trailer behind his trusty Cava-
lier to fill the gap. Mike Pope and I transport the first set of spares and 
then we came back for the other items . Spud and Dave depart and we 
would all meet up Monday to redistribute everything back to its righƞul 
home. I finished by five on Monday aŌernoon 
Knackered, yes, we proved that we could accomplish the transport by 
using our classics. A big thank you to all the team who stepped up to the 
plate. Cant wait unƟl I reƟre (Oh, I have.) Pete (Ed) 
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The Cars are the stars 
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Pre War Morris Minor 
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Some of the notable 
speakers gracing our 

show 

Some of our  speakers 
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Show winners and trophies 
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As rare as a Dodo-Jacky leƫng Mike Pope use her clipboard a very rare 
sight indeed. Mike needed a sit-down aŌer the shock. 

She may be small but she can 
put it away. Does Spud 
know? 
Pauline pocket dynamo 

Brian Wood you might think, 
is like a hermit at Mog-
gyfest. You hardly see him 
outside of the spares area.  
Having a rest in the shade 
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Our friends from the Canary Islands. What a pleasant group they were 
and they said that the show was fantasƟc. One show aƩendee when I 
menƟoned where they had come from remarked did they drive their 
cars here!!!!!!!.  

Other publicaƟons show dogs 
so why not us. Winners of last 
years  best ouƞit having a rest. 

YES THAT IS Brian Ford. Showing 
off the scratch-built spotlight. 
Made in his garden shed. 

Roger wondered why this 
group were not clapping. 
Well these dummies were 
loaned by Carl and Criag 
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You don't know until you Try 
Graham put the car to the Test 

Well what a brilliant weekend, excellent weather, and very unexpected 
surprises. 
I have to say that this Ɵme everyone in the club have gone above and 
beyond on previous yearly Moggy Fests. Absolutely stunning and a mas-
sive pat on the back for everyone who has pulled all the stops out to 
achieve a spectacular event. Too many people to list but thank you for 
making our weekend special. BeƩer than the NaƟonal, I hear. 
As you all know my Series 2 got there on MarƟn Stoker’s transporter 
with Laurie’s pre-war Minor.  We arrived on the Wednesday but I was 
sƟll finishing off my car on the Tuesday evening, having got back that 
morning my kick plates from Ferndown Powder CoaƟng. A bit of a Ɵght 
Ɵme to say the least. 
My car was exhibited in the huge marquee next to MarƟn’s 1949 MM 
saloon as the Post War exhibits with Rogers fantasƟc back drops. I hate 
to think of how many hours Roger spent in his room painƟng away. 
My car had been entered into the Concours judging on the Sunday 
which I thought was a long shot as never having any idea of what was 
expected of the condiƟons for entry, let alone what standard the cars 
had to be in to have a good chance of gaining a saƟsfactory result. 
Well, come Sunday aŌernoon when all the prizes were being awarded 
such as Steph Holloway’s period dress award which was eye catchingly 
spot on. My friends next to me were saying sorry Graham you haven't 
won anything, when out if the blue my 
name and Second in the Concourse awards 
were spoken from the PA system. 
I didn't expect that at all. So a very nice 
feeling to have been selected . 
The main judge Mark Havard (smashing 
guy) gave me some post award feedback on 
where he said I had dropped marks. 
Firstly, I lost 20 points for not driving my 
car there which is ok as I could have been 
disqualified in previous years. His marking 
totalled 217 out of 300. 
Then he had a list, that to this day there are remarks that I cannot deci-
pher. (Neither can Brian) 
One thing that would have helped in my restoraƟon would have been 

(ConƟnued on page 15) 
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an original car to use as a reference to make sure I kept 
everything like it had leŌ the factory. 
The things that I am now in the process of correcƟng 
are:- 
The Jepson white number and leƩered registraƟon 
plates. These, unknown to me having flat topped digits 
should have been pointed ones such as Ace Peak plates, 
as my original ones. (photo of original over Jepson plate) 
The wiring loom that Autosparks eventually made cor-
rectly aŌer me having to instruct them that they had been producing 
wrongly for over 40 years. This has the trafficator wires entering the boot 
but I did not buy spare braided correct coloured cables to go from the 
main loom up and over the rear wheel arches to the trafficators. I have 
since purchased 2m each of green/white 
and green/red cables. 
On the sides of the bulk head are black 
rubber buffers for the bonnet to damp 
against . Originally they are rounded on 
the top outer and inner edges. These are 
no longer made and I had bought what 
ESM sell which have angular edges. ( Pho-
to for comparison) 
The boot hinges are later ones post 1963 that are thicker and more 
rounded at the ends. Again  the originals are no longer made in the UK 

but can be bought in India or should you 
locate a pair not too badly piƩed they can 
be re-chromed. 
Lastly the front metal valance aƩached to 
the bumper blade were protruding past the 
line of the wheel arches. 
A few more things to address before the 
next rally but none too difficult to deal with. 
I will be driving in future for those elusive 
extra 20 marks. 
Graham. 

 
Graham on a personal note what a great achievement as you say just a 
few amendments and you will be in the top league.  Pete (Ed) 

(ConƟnued from page 14) 

Didn’t he do well 
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Pos Year Model Owner 

1 1936 Morris 8 series 2 seater tourer Martin Swatridge 
       
1 1950 Series MM-2 Door Morris Minor Andrew Wallis 
       
1 1954 Series 2 Morris Minor Traveller Simon Austerfield 
       
1 1969 2 door saloon Gary Freeman 
2 1969 2 door saloon Andy Ranson 
       
1 1968 Morris 1000 Traveller Phil Rendle 
2 1964 Morris 1000 Traveller Steve Lodge 
       
1 1957 Morris 1000 Convertible Richard Brown 
       

1 1969 
Morris Minor Post Production 

Convertible Edward Pateman 
      
1 1962 LCV’s—Minor pickup Peter Wells 
       
1 1960 Modified Minor Convertible Amanda Hazlett 
    Special Interest   
1 1930 Model A Ford Colin White 
    Best Visitor   
1 1984 Morris Ital Gary Alcroft 
2 1961 Ford Thames Van Marcus Gilbert 
    Best in Show   
1 1971 Austin Pickup Chris Nuttall 

Thanks to E.S.M. for sponsorship of the trophies 
and our wonderful judges Richard Lee and Janice 

Clegg. 
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With the IntroducƟon of a MMOC Concours event we had added an extra 
judge this year (Mark Havard of Canterbury ConverƟbles).   Thanks to all 
who entered and again to E.S.M. for sponsoring the event 

    Grand Masters   
1971   Austin Minor Pickup Chris Nuttall 

    Concours   

1967 1st Morris Minor Convertible David Wingrove 

1954 2nd Series 11 Morris Saloon Graham Melly 
  3rd Post OƯice van Chris Pratt  

1971 4th Morris Minor Traveller Robert Browning 
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Our Sponsors 

Like every club or society we are vey lucky to have support from outside 
sources to enable us to put on shows like Moggyfest Once again we are 

indebted to East Sussex Motors (E.S.M.) for the major contribuƟon 
again this year . Their sponsorship enabled us to provide the excellent 

trophies for all the car categories. 

Adrian Flux 
sponsored the best period 
dressed category this year for 
first place and second was spon-
sored by the club. 
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Around the show.  

Items you didn't know you needed or could afford. 
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Events 

 D.M.M.O.C. Organised Events. 
  2025 events 

09-Jun Club Night AnƟques 
28th 29th Jun InternaƟonal M.M.O.C. 

23rd July BBQ LiƩledown Model Railway 
14-Jul Club Night 
20-Jul Back to the Fuschia run Stewarts  
19-Jul Holdenhurst Village Fete 

11-Aug Club Night Gardening Event 
16-17 Aug Branch Rally WolvercroŌ 

08-Sep Club Night Charity Talk 
13-Oct Club Night A.G.M. 

Our very own Ashley Miller is organising this event we have booked 
a spot come along and bring a picnic. 
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Events 

We have been kindly invited back to LiƩledown and the  Miniature Rail-
way. This event has been coordinated by our very own David MarƟn .  

The same format as last year with a B.B.Q. being put on for us. A cost of 
£3.00 p.p. will be needed for the B.B.Q. Jacky Wood will be organising 

the numbers and payment methods for this event. 
So save the date Wednesday 23rd of July @ 18:00. 

There is a controlled entrance and the map below explains what is 
needed to enter the site.  

Once again a big thank you to LiƩledown Miniature Railway for puƫng 
on this event and especially David 

Quick reminder from our Brian Tilly 
Burton Scout Carnival is on July 5th. Free entry 

please be on site by 11:30 
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HOLDENHURST  
SUMMER FAIR 

Saturday 19th July 
12 noon – 4.00 p.m. 

 
On the Village Green 

Barbecue & Bar            Judy’s Jams  
Children’s acƟviƟes and Bouncy Castle 

Iced Lollies        Tombola        
Fruit & Veg  

Home-made Cakes 
Grand Raffle         Books         Jewellery 

 
and much, much more! 

 
In the Village Hall 

We will be serving Lunches and Teas  
as well as other refreshments.  

 
 

St. John’s Church  
will be open throughout the day 
Sing Together Community Choir 
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SomeƟmes life gets in the way. Mike and Enid have made the difficult 
decision to give up Gerty their faithful 2 door saloon. However Mike and 
Enid as members will sƟll be joining us on days out and club nights but in 
a more modern car. What’s  happening to Gerty ? Well,  I am pleased to 
say she is staying within the club as I will be taking on ownership. So carry 

on waving I might not be honking the 
horn as vigorously as Mike. I will also 
be taking this lovely couple out and 

The Spares Department now has 
a few 3D printed interior light 
fiƫngs leŌ over from Beaulieu. 
Only £22.50 each to Branch 
Members. 
See Brian W. 
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BRANCH REBATE SCHEME 
You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate according to the numbers of national 
MMOC members who attend the monthly club nights. We therefore need to update our records so that 
we can take advantage of this scheme. Please would you advise the Membership Secretary of your 
MMOC membership number and renewal date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at 
the club nights.  Thanks. 

Old Factory Buildings, BaƩenhurst Road, Stonegate, Wadhurst 
E.Sussex, TN5 7DU. Parts: 01580 200203 

www.morrisminors.com 

 Precision Clutch 
Components 

Sales: Simon Davis, ShaŌesbury Road, 
Henstridge, Templecombe, Somerset, 
BA8 0PP 

Prices on applicaƟon 
Tel: 01963 362484 Fax: 01963 364146 
E: precisionclutch@aol.com 
www.precisionclutch.co.uk 

 

1469 Wimborne Road Northborne Bournemouth BH10 7BQ 

01202 573698 / 576653 

Old Autos 
Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condi-

tion 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781 
old_auto@yahoo.co.uk 

Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment 
Unit 1 & Compound C Parley Wood Business 

HOUSE/GARAGE CLEARANCE, VEHICLE RECOVERY 

FAIR PRICE CLEARANCE SERVICES 
FPCS 

COMMERCIAL/HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTIONS  

CONTACT: STEWART:07950 114960 

Or email:infofpcs@aol.com 

Any DIY jobs need doing? Around the 
house? Things need fixing? PainƟng or 
Ɵling. PaƟos, small garden walls. 25 yrs 
experience. Can turn my hand to most 
things, Dan 07464424007 


